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THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 



INTRODUCTION. 

The two books which bear the name of Samuel anciently 
made but one book among the Jews, called by them the 
Book of Samuel. The division of the Books of Samuel 
into two was derived from the Septuagint, the Greek 
version of the Jewish Scriptures, and the Vulgate, the 
Latin version. But although the book bears the title 
of the Book of Samuel in the ancient Hebrew copies, it 
is a matter of some doubt whether it was so called at the 
very earliest period ; the Seventy, the translators of the 
Soptuagint, call it, as well as the two succeeding books, 
the Book of Kings, or rather of Kingdoms, which title 
appears very suitable, as the books relate in detail the 
institution of the monarchy and the reigns of the kings. 
This has been imitated in the Vulgate, which calls the 
two Books of Samuel the First and Second Book of 
Kings ; it is also preserved in the second title of our 
version. The Syriac version names this book "The 
Book of Samuel the Prophet ;" the Arabic version calls 
it, ''!nie Book of Samuel the Prophet, which is the 
First Book of Kings.'' 

The Jews were a people "dwelling alone," therefore we 
know nothing of their earl}- literature beyond the books 
which are contained in the Old Testament. It has been 
conjectured that Moses formed a library of the Sacred 
Books of the Hebrews, also that Nehemiah "gathered 
together the acts of the Kings and the Prophets and 
David." 

There is every reason to believe that the Jews exclu- 
sively made use of parchment for transcribing. CI^^'^.^g'^k^ 
states that Ptolemy Philadd^W^ >n^^ ^\jsN\RN5."^^>is^ -s^Ssssss.- 
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ration when the volume or roll containing the law of 
God in golden letters was unfolded. 

The opinion of the Jews, which has been adopted by 
the most learned fathers of the Church, is that the 
first twenty-four chapters of the First Book of Samuel 
were written by Samuel the Prophet, and that the re- 
mainder of the book was committed to writing by the 
prophets Gad and Nathan, agreeably to the practice of 
the prophets, who wrote memoirs of the events of the 
times in which they lived, 

Abarbanel, a Spanish rabbinical doctor (1437), and 
Grotius, a Dutch scholar (1640), suppose Jeremiah to be 
the author of both Books ; another great writer conjec- 
tures that a large portion of Samuel was written by the 
author of the Pentateuch, and of the Books of Joshua and 
Judges. The peculiar theory of Jahn, a German theo- 
logian of the present century, is that the Books of Samuel 
and Kings were written by the same person, and at a date 
so recent as the thirtieth year of the Babylonish Captivity. 

The First Book of Samuel is said by some authorities 
to have been compiled from old written sources and from 
traditions in the lives of Samuel and Saul. Some use 
was probably made of previously-existing documents, as 
the Song of Hannah. The prophets were wont to write 
a history of their own time. That Samuel did so is 
evident from the statement that " he wrote the manner 
of the kingdom in a book, and laid it before the Lord " — 
1 Sam, X. 25. That there were written records by the 
prophets Gad and Nathan is also certain, for in 
1 Chron. xxix. 29, we read : " Now the acts of David the 
king, first and last, behold they are written ... in the Book 
of Nathan the prophet, and in the Book of Gad the seer." 

The portion of the book ascribed to Samuel was pro- 
bably composed by him towards the latter end of his 
life. The narrative contains so many natural allusions 
that indicate that the writer was personally cognisant of 
the events related ; but he must certainly have lived some 
time after these events, from the ex^^ression " unto this 
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day," which he makes use of several times. The style of 
this book is clear, simple, and forcible, and the Hebrew 
remarkably pure and free from Chaldaisms. It is rich 
in lively pictures of character, and contains several strik- 
ing discourses and addresses interspersed in the course of 
the history. It also contains one of the two sacred 
lyrics which we meet with in the time of the Judges. 

The principal of these beautiful narratives are : The 
vision of Samuel, the death of Eli, the anointing of Saul, 
the anointing of David. The chief discourses are : The 
address of Samuel to the people on their demanding a 
king, AbigaiPs address to David imploring him to spare 
the house of Nabal. The sacred lyric is the Song of 
Hannah, which has been aptly styled the " Magnificat of 
the Old Testament Church." 

The First Book of Samuel contains the history of the 
Jewish nation from the birth of Samuel, at the time Eli 
judged Israel, to the death of Saul, the first king, a period 
of nearly one hundred years, from B.C. 1161 to B.O. 1051. 

It consists of three parts : 

(L) The transactions under the judicature of Eli 
(chap, i — iv.). 

(ii.) The history of the Israelites during the judicature 
of Samuel (chap. v. — xii.). 

(iil) The history of Saul and the transactions during 
his reign (chap. xiii. — xxxi.). 

Many portions of this book are of considerable im- 
portance for illustrating the Book of Psalms, for at that 
period commenced the golden age of Divine psalmody. 
The manner in which our blessed Lord and His Apostles 
cite this portion of the Hebrew Scriptures clearly implies 
its supernatural inspiration and Divine authority. 

CHAPTER I. 
B.C. 1171—1166. 

Elkanah the Levite. He had married a woman 
named Hannah ; she had no children, and, according to 
the custom of the age, he allied hims^V^ 1"^ %. %^^'5»\i^^^^'^' 
Peniflnah, by whom he had aoxka wA ^^>\^o^^'«*- 
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" He went up out of his city from year to 
YEAR." The Tabernacle had been pitched in Shiloh 
from the days of Joshua, and in accordance with the 
command of God the Israelites went up thither to sacri- 
fice at the appointed Feasts. 

"Eli the priest sat upon a seat." Inside the 
gateway of the city, leading to the Tabernacle, was a 
seat or throne in which the high priest was accustomed to 
sit and watch the worshippers who came up to the Feasts. 

Hannah prayed unto the Lord. The bitterness 
of her grief led her to call upon God to take away her 
reproach. Eli saw that her lips moved, but as he did 
not hear her voice, he thought she was drunken, and re- 
proved her. She told him her sorrow, and he replied, 
*' Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant thee thy 
petition that thou hast asked of Him." 

" There shall no razor come upon his head." 
This was the vow of the Nazarites, so called from the 
Hebrew to separate. The vow li^as to abstain from 
wine; to eat no grapes; to avoid contamination from 
corpses and sepulchres ; to let the hair grow ; and not 
to mourn the dead. It extended sometimes only a 
limited time ; at others, as in the case of Samuel, who 
was consecrated before his birth, during life. 

"That he may appear before the Lord." Asa 
descendant of Levi, Samuel was the property of the 
Lord from the age of twenty-five to fifty ; but the vow of 
Hannah consecrated him to God from his infancy to his 
death. 

Samuel brought to Shiloh. Hannah took the 
son, given to her in answer to her prayer, and devoted 
him to the service of God in the Tabernacle at Shiloh ; 
he was left in charge of Eli, to whom he ministered. 

"Three bullocks." The Septuagint version says, 
a bullock of three years old. So also the Syriac and 
Arabic, and this is confirmed by the following verse, in 
which they are said to have slain one bullock. 

''Lent to the Lord." The word lent here used is 
to be taken in the sense of letuximig ot ^N\sL^\i%.OiL* 
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QUESTIONS. 

1. To wbat tribo did Elkanah belong P 

2. Explain tbe following : 

'' To saorifioe unto tbe Lord of Hosts in Sbilob." 
** A seat by a post of tbe Temple of tbe Lord." 
' ' No racor sball come upon bis bead." 

3. Wbon was tbe Tabernacle nrst pitobed in Sbilob ? 

4. Give tbe signification of tbe following names : 

Eli — Samuel — Sbilob — Hannab. 

5. In what capacity did Eli govern Israel ? 
0. At what period was Samuel born P 

BBVBRElfCEB. 

Verse I.—'* Elkanab tbe son of Jerobam." 1 Cbron. ti. 27. 
Verse 8. — " Went up . . . yearly to worsbip." Exod. xziii. 14. 
Verse 11. — •• Sbe vowed a vow." Num. vi. 6. 

Verse 17. — ** Tbe Qod of Israel grant tbee tby petition." Psalm xx. 4. 
Verse 24. — "The House of tbe Xord in Sbilob. "Josbua xviii. 1. 



CHAPTER II. 
B.C. 1165. 

Hannah's song of thanksgiving. This sublime 
Hymn of Thanksgiving, in which the pious mother pours 
forth her gratitude, is one of the most remarkable speci- 
mens of Hebrew poetry extant. 

" Mine horn is exalted.*' The horn is the symbol 
of power and strength as being the chief instrument of 
defence to the animals which possess it. In the East 
it is very common for women to wear a sort of horn on 
their heads, sometimes of silver studded with jewels ; 
over this projection a long veil is thrown, so as com- 
pletely to conceal the face. 

"He bringeth down to the grave." To the 
lowest state of degradation and misery. 

" Inherit the throne of glory.'* Possess seats of 
honour. 

" He will keep the feet of His saints." This 
is a metaphorical expression, signifying to preserve them 
from transgression or falling into sin. 

"And the wicked shall be silent in dark- 
ness." In the Septuagint it is, " He giveth the object 
of his petition to him that prays, and blessetlL th& 
years of the righteous.** 
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"Exalt the horn of His Anointed/' The word 
Messiah — anointed — ^is here used for the ^rst time in 
'the sacred writings. 

"The sons of Ell" Eli, having become aged, 
administered public affairs with much negligence, per- 
mitting his sons to indulge without rebuke in great 
wickedness. This brought dishonour upon God, and 
contempt upon the priestly office. 

"The fleshhook." This evidently refers to the 
peace-offerings, of which the fat only was consumed on 
the altar ; the breast and shoulder belonged to the 
priest, and the rest was allowed to the offerer with which 
to entertain his friends and to feast the poor. Eli's sons 
were not content with the portion allowed, but claimed 
to have a share of that of the offerer. 

"Give flesh to roast for the priest.*' Legally 
the sacrifice could not be disposed of before the fat parts 
had been burnt upon the altar. They, therefore, secured 
an opportunity of obtaining the choicest portions. 

"Men abhorred the offering of the Lord." 
The sins of Eli's sons filled all Israel with indignation. 
It was a dark day for the land ; their conduct shows into 
what depths of wickedness God's chosen people had fallen. 

" Samuel ministered before the lord . . . girded 
with a linen ephod." The ephod, from aphad, to tie, 
was a kind of girdle passing from behind over the neck 
and shoulders and hanging down in front, then being 
carried round the waist, was used as a girdle to the tunic. 

"His mother made him a little coat." This 
was the tunic or upper garment. The women made 
wearing apparel, and their common employment was 
weaving stuffs. 

"They hearkened not to the voice of their 
FATHER." The Law required that disobedient children 
should be stoned to deatii. But Eli administered only a 
gentle rebuke to his wicked sons. 

"There came a man of God unto Eli." After 
reminding Eli of the high honour God had conferred 
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upon him when He chose him to be His priest, he 
sternly rebuked him for dishonouring God by permitting 
his sons to go on in their evil courses without restraining 
them. 

"An OLD MAN IN THINE HOUSE." This implied not 
only untimely deaths in liis family, but also the con- 
tinual absence of age, which in the East alone lays claim 
to dignity and respect. 

" 1 WILL RAISE Me up A FAITHFUL PRIEST." The 

family of Eli was deprived of the priesthood in the days 
of Solomon. 

QUESTIONS. 

7. Repeat tbe song of Hannah, — To what hymn of praise in the New 
Testament may it be compared P 

8. What were the names of Eli's sons P 

9. Did Eli reprove his sons for their wickedness P 

10. Describe the ephod, 

11. What is said of the child Samuel P 

12. What warning did Eli receive P 

BEVBBRNCES. 

Verse 1.—'* My heart rejoiceth in the Lord." Luke i. 40, 47. 
Vtft'se 2. — " None holy as the Lord." Exod. xv. 11. 
Vevje 15.—** Thev burnt the fat." Lev. iii. 3, 4. 
Verse 18. — '• Girded with a linen ephod." Erod. xxviii. 4. 
Verse 25. — " They hearkened not unto the voice of their father. ' ' 
Deut. xxi. 20. 21. 

Verse 28. — " And did I choose him,'* etc. Exod. xxviii. 1. 

Verse 34. — " In one day they shall die." 1 Sam. iv. 11. ' 

Verse 36. — ** 1 will raise Me up a faithful priest." 1 Kings ii. 85. 



CHAPTER III. 

B.C. 1141. 

"The child Samuel ministered unto the Lord.'* 
Josephus says that Samuel was at this time about twelve 
years of age. 

" The word of the Lord was precious in those 
DAYS." The word of the Lord was very rarely commu- 
nicated openly to Israel, no one was then publicly 
acknowledged as a prophet ; we read of only two 
prophets duiing all the time oC t»\v<^ JxA'^'s^. 
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"The lamp of God." The seven-branched Golden 
Candlestick. It appears that the Tabernacle was now 
called the Temple of the lord, and that the lamps did 
not continue burning all night, as was at first ordered. 

"Samuel was laid down." Around the Taber- 
nacle were established tents, cells, or other dwellings for 
the accommodation of the priests and Levites engaged in 
sacred ministrations, and in which were also deposited 
the utensils employed in the services of the Tabernacle. 

" Samuel arose and went to Ell" He must have 
occupied a separate apartment in the tent or dwelling 
of Eli, whose call he appears to have been accustomed to 
obey ; probably some part of his duty consisted in some 
degree of personal attendance upon the high priest. 

" Samuel did not yet know the Lord." Eli had 
no doubt instructed him in the true knowledge of God, 
for in the Law was given a distinct command that the 
sons and daughters of Israel should be thus taught, but 
Samuel was yet ignorant of those supei natural methods 
by which God revealed His will. 

"The Lord called Samuel again." This having 
occurred three times, Eli perceived that the Lord had 
called him, and he told him the next time to say : 
** Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth." He obeyed, 
and the Lord revealed to him the destruction that 
should come upon the house of Eli. 

"Samuel feared to show Eli the vision." The 
morning dawns, but the prophet-child is filled with fear 
and grief, for he reverenced Eli as a father, and would 
not repeat to him the vision until adjured to hide no- 
thing from him. The unhappy father exclaims : " It is 
the Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him good.'' 

" Samuel grew.'* He increased in wisdom, for the 
Lord was with him ; all Israel knew, from one extreme 
of the land even unto the other, that Samuel was estab- 
lished to be a prophet of the Lord. God continued to 
grant still further revelations of His will in the Taber- 
nacle at Shiloh. 
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QUESTIONS. 

13. When did tho Lord reveal Himself to Snmuel P 

14. What name is now ^ivea to the Tabernacle P 
16. " Ere the lamp of God went out." Explain. 

16. Were prcphets numerous at that period r 

17. What terrible revelation was made to Samuel P 

18. What cfTect had the call of Samuel upon all Israel P 

BEFEKENCS8. 

Verse 3.—" Tho lamp of God.*' Exod. xxvii. 21 . 

Verse 14.— " The iniquity of Eli's house," etc. Numb. xv. 30, 31. 

Versa 20. — "All Israel," etc. Judges xx. 1. 



CHAPTER IV. 

B.C. 1141. 

Victory of the Philistines. They renewed their 
assaults upon Israel, and advanced with their forces to 
Aphek, no great distance from the fortress of Jebus ; the 
Israelites fled in dismay before them, and 4,000 perished 
on the fleld of battle at Ebenezer. 

" Let us fetch the ark." This idea was borrowed 
from their enemies, who frequently carried their idols or 
sacred symbols to the battle-field, under the notion that 
their presence would ensure the victory. 

"All Israel shouted with a great shout.'* 
The Ark was brought from Shiloli by the two sons of 
Eli, but although the Aik was there, the presence and 
the power of the Lord of Hosts had departed from 
Israel. The people made the very air ring with their 
shout of joy, so that their enemies were afraid, for they 
knew what wondrous works had been wrought by 
Jehovah in Egypt on behalf of His people. Although 
the Philistines were idolaters, they were quite willing to 
place the God of Israel among their gods. 

Israel's defeat. The Philistines fought with re- 
newed vigour, being resolved to sell their lives dearly, 
rather than become subject to their enemies. Upwards 
of 30,000 Israelites were slain, among whom were 
Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli. 

Tidings from the BATTi»Ei-¥YE.\Si. "^Sic^ ^'ii^^'^^iosfi^ 
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anxiously for tidings ; his heart trembled for the Ark of 
God, of which he was the appointed guardian. His two 
sons also were on the battle-field. A young man of the 
tribe of Benjamin came running into the town of Shiloh, 
his clothes rent^ his head sprinkled with dust, tokens of 
deep grief and sorrow. A mournful cry arose among 
the people when they saw him, for they knew that he 
came to tell of Israel's defeat. Eli heard the tumult, 
and inquired the cause. No sooner did he hear the ter- 
rible tidings that the Ark of God was taken, than he fell 
backwards from his seat, " his neck brake, and he died." 

"A SEAT BY THE WAYSIDE." This was an elevated 
throne-seat, such as was used by kings and judges. The 
Israelites were accustomed to use chairs and stools, and 
not sit exclusively on the ground as other Orientals. 
They probably imitated the custom from the Egyptians, 
whose seats were sometimes furnished with a cushion or 
covered with the skin of an animal; they were also 
adorned in various ways, inlaid with ivory or foreign 
woods. 

"ICHABOD." The wife of Phinehas gave birth to a 
son ; she could only realise that the Ark of God was 
taken, and that her father-in-law and husband were 
dead. With her last breath she gave her child a name 
that should be a memorial of that fearful day : " The 
glory is departed from Israel." 

QUESTIONS. 

19. Where was Aphek ? 

20. Was Ebenezer so called at tliat time P 

21. What effect had the presence of the Ark in the field of battle upon 
the two armies P 

22. What was the result of the battle P 

23. Belate the circumstance attending the death of Eli. 

24. Who succeeded Eli as high-priest P 

BEPEBEI^CES. 

Verse 4. — •' Which dwelleth between the cherubims." Exod. xxv. 22. 

Verse 9. — •* As thev have been to you." Judges xiii. 1. 

Verse 10. — " Israel was smitten." Deut. xxviii. 25. 

Verse 11.—*' The ark of God was taken." Psalm Ixxviii. 60, 61. 
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CHAPTER V. 

B.C. 1141. 

TnE Ark carried to the house of Dagon. It 
was the custom of the heathen to offer part of whatever 
spoil they took in war to their gods. Accordingly the 
triumphant Philistines brought the Ark of God to Ashdod, 
and placed it in the temple of their idol Dagon, their 
national god. 

" Dagon.*' The name signifies fish. The national god 
of the Philistines, whose upper part was in human form 
and its lower part was in the likeness of a fish. The 
Temple of Dagon at Ashdod was destroyed by Jonathan, 
the brother of Judas the Maccabee, about B.C. 148. 

Destruction of Dagon. The image immediately 
fell down, and was broken ; every part that resembled 
the human form was cut off, and only that which resem- 
bled the fish was left. 

"Trkad on the threshold." Prostration at the 
tlireshold in the East implies the highest homage and 
reverence for the presence that dwells there. 

" The hand of the Lord was heavy upon them." 
The Philistines were afflicted by a terrible plague, pro- 
bably produced by the bite of some large venomous crea- 
ture of the spider class. The Septuagint and Vulgate 
add : " And the cities and fields in the midst of that 
region produced mice, and there was a confusion of a 
great dearth in the city.*' 

They carried about the Ark of the God of 

Israel. The hand of the Lord lay heavy upon the 

Philistines, their triumph over His people was visited 

with grievous afflictions, so that they longed to get free 

of the Ark. They carried it about from city to city ; 

but the cry rose up : " Send away the Ark of the God of 

Israel, and let it go to its own place, that it slay us not 

and our people." 

questions. 

26. Name the chief cities of tho Pliilistines. 
26. Where did the Philistinea place tU& AxW^ 
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27. What is recorded in historj with regard to the destruction of the 
Temple of Dagon at Ashdod P 

28. Why did the Philistines carry the Ark from city to city ? 



CHAPTER VI. 
B.C. 1140. 

The Philistines desire to restore the Ark. After 
keeping the Ark seven months in their possession, they 
called for their priests and their diviners, to learn what 
line of action they should adopt. They are instructed to 
send away the Ark of the God of Israel with a trespass- 
offering to appease His wrath. 

Offering of the Philistines. It was the custom 
among the ancient idolatrous nations to make offerings 
to the god whose anger they wished to appease. They 
also made presents of thank-offerings for deliverance 
from any calamity. Their temples were sometimes 
crowded with such offerings. Emancipated slaves pre- 
sented their chains ; those delivered from shipwreck 
dedicated to their gods a tablet recording the event. 

"Mice that mar the land." The mouse here 
spoken of is about the size of a large rat, and, as it feeds 
exclusively upon vegetable produce, it is very injurious 
to the crops. The Philistines, hoping for deliverance 
from their plagues, sent golden images of the emerods 
and mice to that God from whom they expected deliver- 
ance. 

The removal of 'the Ark. The Philistines placed 
the Ark on a new cart, and put their golden offerings 
therein, and sent it away, drawn by two cows whose 
calves were shut up at home. They selected Bethshe- 
mesh, a city of the Levites, on the northern frontier of 
Judah, as the one to which to convey it. In the wilder- 
ness the Ark was carried on the shoulders of the Levites ; 
it was never at any other time carried in the manner it 
was brought up by the Philistines. 

The Israelites rejoiced. The men of Bethshe- 
mesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley. 
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when they saw the Ark, the symbol of God's presence, 
return to their land. The sight filled their hearts with 
joy ; the Levites took charge of it, and offered sacrifices 
of the cows burnt upon the wood of the cart. 

The people looked into the Ark. The inhabitants 
of Bethshemesh, with irreverent and prying curiosity, 
looked into the Ark ; they were afflicted with a plague 
that took off fifty thousand and three-soore and ten men. 
Josephus gives the numbers slain as seventy. By some 
it is considered that it implies the destruction of the 
Sanhedrim of seventy persons and fifty thousand of the 
common people. 

QUESTIONS. 

29. How long was the Ark in the possession of the Philistines ? 

30. What is meant by "a trespass offering V* 

31. Describe the return of the Ark. 

32. Where was Bethshemesh^ and what is the literal meaning of the 
name? 

3d. Who took charge of the Ark on its return, and what sacrifice was 
offered P 
34. Why did the Lord smite the people of Bethshemesh P 

BEFBBENCES. 

Verse 3. — *' A trespass-offering." Ler. v. 15, 10. 
Verse 6. — "Give glory to the God of Israel." Josh. vii. 19. 
Verse 0. — " The Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts." Exod. 
xiv. 17. 

Verse 19. — "He smote the men," etc. Num. iv. 15, 20. 



CHAPTER VII. 

B.C. 1140—11 . 

The Ark removed to Kirjath-jearim. According to 
the request of the men of Bethshemesh, the people of 
Kirjath-jearim fetched up the Ark, and placed it in the 
house of Abinadab, who was a member of the Levitical 
order, and set apart Eleazar, his son, to keep it. 

"Twenty years/' Our version says that twenty 
years was the whole time of the Ark's sojourn at Kirjath- 
jearim; but it was certainly much longer: it remained 
there all the days of Saul, and part of David's reign. 
What is really affirmed is that, from tha ^t^^ ^\asKSi!^^ 
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the Ark at Kirjath-jearim, twenty years passed before 
Samuel gave them any hope of deliverance. 

Samuel the Judge of Israel. He strove to rouse 
people to put away the strange gods, and prepare their 
hearts to serve the Lord only. He convened an assem- 
bly at Mizpeh, probably the watch-tower of Benjamin, 
where he solemnly expostulated with them on their 
idolatrous practices. 

"Drew water, and poured it out." There is no 
mention of this ceremony among those directed by the 
law ; but in ancient times almost every solemn act was 
accompanied by a libation, or the outpouring of some 
fluid. This pouring out of water is looked upon by 
some as the confirmation of a solemn oath ; by others, 
as a symbolical action expressive of their contrition, and 
of an earnest desire to wash away their sins. 

The Philistines went up against Israel. The 
great meeting at Mizpeh so alarmed their old enemies 
the Philistines, that they collected their forces and 
marched against Israel. Samuel prayed in their behalf, 
and taking a lamb, offered it as a whole burnt-offering 
for the sins of the nation. A terrific storm of thunder 
burst forth, accompanied, according to Josephus, by an 
earthquake. The Philistines fled in terror, and were 
pursued, with great slaughter, by the victorious Israel- 
ites. 

" Ebenezer." In memory of this great victory, 
Samuel set up a memorial stone, saying : ** Hitherto 
Jehovah hath helped us." 

" The Philistines were subdued.'' This brilliant 
victory broke the power of the Philistines for many 
years ; they kept carefully within their own territories, 
and were obliged to restore all their conquests from the 
Israelites. 

" Samuel judged Israel all the days of his 

life." His ofl&ce of judge was now confirmed, and he 

went, from year to year, in solemn circuit to the old 

sanctuanes, Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpeh, so that the 
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various tribes could easily have access to him. Kamah 
was his abode, and there lie held his court. 

" He built an altar unto the Lord." From the 
fact that this altar was raised by Samuel at Eamah, it 
has been inferred that Shiloh was in ruins. 

QUESTIONS. 

85. Bid the Ark remain at Beth8hemo^h P 

36. When was it romorcd from Eirjath-icarim P 

87. For what purpose did Samuel assomblo the pooplo at Mizpoh P 

88. How were the Philistines discomfited P 

89. In what manner was the victory oommemorated P 

40. Describe the situations of the following towns : — Mispch — liamaU 
—Bethel— Gilgal. 

BEVEBSNCES. 

Verse B, — "Eetum unto the Lord with all your hearts." Dout* 
xxz. 2. 

Verse 6. — •• Wo have sinned." Psalm cvi. 6. 

Verse 16. — " Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life." 1 Sam« 
liL 11. 



CHAPTEK VlII. 

B.C. 1112—1096. 

Samuel's sons. As Samuel advanced in years, his sons 
were admitted to a share in the administration, more 
especially in the southern portion of the country. But 
they did not walk in their father's footsteps ; they ex- 
acted usury, and perverted judgment. The sole admi- 
nistration of Samuel lasted twelve years, from the end 
of the Philistine servitude to the period of appointing 
his sons to assist him, being at that time sixty-four years 
of age. 

Israel ask for a king. The elders of Israel, cither 
from ambition, or foreseeing the evils that would be 
likely to follow the death of Samuel, came to the aged 
prophet at Eamah, saying: "Behold thou art old, and 
thy sons walk not in thy ways ; now make us a king to 
judge us like all the nations." 

" Samuel prayed unto the Lord.'' He was grieved 
at their request ; for by a wise and prudent direction of 
affairs, ho had restored the purity of religion, and rescued 
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his nation from the power of the Philistines, but he 
prayed unto the Lord. Jehovah hearkened unto his 
petition, and permitted him to accede to the request of 
the people. 

" The manner oi* the king." This is probably a 
picture of kingly government among the neighbouring 
nations. The Oriental monarchs claimed the right to 
appropriate the services of any of their subjects accord- 
ing to their pleasure. This would be very humbling to 
the pride of the theocratic Jew. 

" EUN BEFORE HIS CHARIOTS." This custom prevailed 
in Eastern countries, the men being trained to the busi- 
ness from their boyhood, so that they were able to attend 
their master's horse in all its paces, even the most rapid. 

"Your daughters to be confectioners and 
COOKS AND BAKERS.'' These offices always devolve 
upon females in Oriental households. 

" Nay, but we will have a king over us." The 
picture of a regal government drawn by Samuel made 
no impression upon the people ; they had set their heart 
on a king, and the Lord granted them their desire. He 
said to Samuel : << Hearken unto their voice, and make 

them a king.'' 

questions. 

41. VHio'was the last of the Judges ? 

42. Where did Samuel dwell ? 

43. What causes led to the establishment of the monarchy ? 

44. Had the law of Moses made any provision with regard to a kingly 
government P 

45. How did Samuel expostulate with the people in regard to their 
request P 

46. What were the names of Samuel's sons P 

BE7ESENCES. 

Verse 6, — "Make us a king to judge us like the nations." Dout 
XVII. 14. 

Terse 19.—" The people refused to obey." Deut. ix. 24. 



CHAPTER IX. 

B.C. 1095. 

Savl t^E iSOK OP KiSH. A man of Beujamin having 



THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 19 

lost his asses, sent his son Saul, a young man of noble 
mein and gigantic stature, to seek for them. With his 
servant he passed through the land, until they came to 
Zuph, when he proposed to return, "lest my father leave 
caring for the asses, and take thought for us." 

"There is in this city a man of God." Eamah, 
the residence of the prophet Samuel, was situated in the 
land of Zuph, a district of Mount Ephraim. 

" What shall we bring the man.'* It is customary 
in the East to offer presents when paying a visit. All 
great men expect it as a kind of tribute due to their 
authority ; and even in familiar visits among equals it is 
usual to offer flowers or fruit in token of friendship. 

The maidens of Ramah. As they went up the hill 
t3 the city, they found young maidens going to the well 
to draw water. They guided them to the prophet. 

** Thou shalt anoint him to be captain over My 
people Israel." God had promised to Abraham that 
kings should come from him. Jacob prophesied that the 
sceptre should not depart from Judah till Shiloh come. 
Moses had provided for the election of a king. 

Samuel the seer. The only difference between the 
seer and the prophet was, that to the seer were often 
given symbolical representations of God, and special 
instructions and disclosures. 

" The desire of Israel." The Prophet, under 
Divine guidance, foretold to Saul his high destiny, who 
accepted the intimation with humility. 

Samuel entertains Saul. He brought him with 
his servant to his table, whore he made him to sit in the 
chiefest place among the thirty guests assembled at the 
sacrificial feast, and a special portion which had been 
reserved was set before him. It is the custom in the East to 
distinguish at the table the guost whom the host intends 
to honour, either by the quantity or the quality of that 
which is placed before him. Josephus calls the shoulder 
the royal portion. 

" High place. " A nat\iTa\ \xeiv^\. xx^otl -«>kv^«^ ^^-^^'^ 

^ — '^ 
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were raised. We hear nothing of high-places in Israel 
until the time of Samuel, when the sacrificing and wor- 
ship in high-places seems to have been usual, and sanc- 
tioned by his practice and approval. 

" They arose early.'' According to the Septuagint, 
" they prepared a bed for Saul on the top of the house, 
and he slept.'* The roofs of Eastern houses are flat. The 
dryness of the summer atmosphere enabled the Jews, 
without injury to health, to enjoy the coolness of the 
night air by sleeping on the house-tops. 

QUESTIONS. 

47. To 'vhat tribe did Saul belong, and what was the name of his 
father P 

48. Describe the situations of the following places : 

Shalisha, Shalim, Zuph. 

49. Under what circumstances were the following words uttered j 

" But, behold, if we go, what shall we bring the man ?" 

50. In what words did Samuel announce to Saul the high destiny that 
awaited him P 

61 " The Shoulder,** How does Josephus describe this portion ? 
62. "When do we first read of high-places in Israel P 

BEPEBENGES. 

Verse 6. — "All that he saith cometh surely to pass." 1 Sam. iii. 19. 
Verse 9.-^** A seer." 1 Chron. xxvi. 28. 



CHAPTER X. 

B.C. 1096. 

Anointing of Saul. The practice ot anointing with 
oil was common among the Hebrews. In this instance 
it was a sign of investment with royal authority. Saul 
was the first king of the Jews. It does not appear that 
the ceremony was repeated at every succession, the 
anointing of the founder of the dynasty being considered 
efficient for its purpose as long as the regular line of 
descent remained undisturbed. 

" And kissed him.*' This act was at once the 
expression of respect and homage, and was intended as 
an example to the people of submission and obedience. 
The election of Satjl coii^TJiRMED. The Prophet 
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confirmed his election by three signs, predicting three 
events that would happen to him that day : 1 st, Two 
men would meet him by RacheFs sepulchre and say to 
him that his father's asses were found, and there was 
great sorrow for his absence ; 2ndly, three men would 
meet him in the Plain of Tabor, going to Bethel to 
sacrifice, and they would salute him and present him 
with two loaves ; 3rdly, he should meet in the city of 
the Philistines a company of prophets with instruments 
of music, and they would prophesy, and the Spirit of 
God would come on him, and he should prophesy with 
them and be turned into another man. 

" The hill of God." A sacred spot so called, either 
because they were to offer sacrifices there, or because 
there was a school of the prophets established there. 
Some infer that this was Geba, where there was certainly 
a garrison of the Philistines. This fierce people seemed 
to have spared this college of the prophets, and to show 
a reverence to a spot set apart for rehgious purposes. 

"Company of prophets." It is doubtful whether 
Samuel originated these Schools of the Prophets, yet he 
is the first to speak of them : there were several not far 
from Ramah. It is supposed that they were established 
for instructing young men either in the Ceremonial Law 
or in moral and spiritual duties and practical holiness. 
They appear to have been establishments from which 
men were selected to act as God's prophets, as' they 
received a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

Samuel called the people together to Miz- 
PEH. He summoned all Israel to Mizpeh, and re- 
minded them of the mercies of God in delivering them 
from the Egyptians, and from all the nations that op- 
pressed them ; he also alluded to their rejection of the 
Lord by asking for a king. He then commanded them 
to cast lots for a king ; the lot fell to the tribe of Benja- 
min, the family of Matri ; and Saul, the son of Kish, was 
taken. He presented him to the people, and thoy shouted 
"God save the king." 
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"The manner of the kingdom." Samuel wrote 
in a book or roll the outline of a monarchical constitu- 
tion, according to the law concerning a king delivered to 
Moses. 

Saul went home. He returned to his. agricultural 
pursuits at Gibeah. 

QUESTIONS. 

53. Was the practice of anointing common among the Hebrews? 
64. 'By what signs was the election of Saul as king confirmed? 
66. Give some account of the Schools of the Prophets. 

66. Where is Bethel, and what does the name signify ? 

67. What happened to. Saul when he met the company of prophets ? 

68. Wliy did Samuel convene an assembly at Mizpeh ? 

BEPEBENCES. 

Versed. — "And the Spirit of the Lord will comQ upon thee," etc. 
Kumb. xi. 25. 
Vh-se 11. — " Is Saul among the prophels ?" 1 Sam. xix. 24, 
Verse 18. — " I brought up Israel out of Egypt." Exod. xii. 51. 
Verse 25. — " The manner of the kingdom." Deut. xvii. 14. 



CHAPTER XI. 

B.C. 1095. 

Saul and the Ammonites. It was probably appre- 
hension of this war which had partly induced the 
Israelites to desire a king. Nahash, the Ammonite 
king, invested Jabesh-Gilead, which was situated on the 
borders of his kingdom, with a vast army. The inhabi- 
tants, unable to hold out, offered to surrender, but 
Nahash would make no treaty with them but on con- 
dition that he should thrust out their right eyes. 

" Thbust out all your right EYES." The earliest 
recorded instance of putting out the eyes is that of the 
case of Samson at Gaza. It was a means of disabling a 
rival without putting him to death. Nahash was con- 
sidered merciful in requiring only one eye from the men 
of Jabesh. 

Messengers came to Saul. Saul, finding himself 
neglected by some and despised by others, had returned 
quietly to his former occupation, leaving his exaltation 
to the throne in the hands of God. It was while engaged 
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with the herd in the field that he heard the tidings of 
the distress of the men of Jabesh. 

*' He numbered them in Bezek." Saul, excited by 
the Spirit of God, summoned the people, who came out 
of all the coasts of Israel with one consent. He men- 
tions Samuel to avoid giving offence. They undertook 
and performed a march of probably fifty miles in the 
space of twenty-five hours. In this expedition alone it 
is said that ** the Spirit of God came upon Saul." 

" Saul put the people in three companies." His 
forces consisted of three hundred thousand of the children 
of Israel and thirty thousand men of Judah. They came 
into the midst of the host of the Ammonites in the morn- 
ing watch ; the battle raged fiercely until the heat of the 
day, when the enemy was utterly defeated, so that two 
of them were not left together. The effect of Saul's 
heroism was not lost upon the people ; they received him 
as their king with sacrifices and great joy. 

" And renew the kingdom.'* Samuel, in the midst 
of the rejoicing, invited the people to meet him at Gilgal, 
to renew the kingdom, so that the king whom they had 
chosen might be firmly established on the throne, for he 
appeared worthy of the high dignity. In his answer to 
the people he gave the glory of the victory to God, say- 
ing : ** The Lord hath wrought salvation in Israel ;** 
and his conduct also appeared to be that of a humane 
man, for he said, ** There shall not a man be put to 
deatli this day,'* 

questions. 

69. Who wasNahasUP 

60. What portion of tho land was inhabited bj the Ammonites P 

61. What terms of peace were offered by Nahash to the men of Jabesh* 
Oilead P 

62. Where did Saul summon the people to battle P 
68. What eflfect had the victory upon tho people ? 

64. Ta whom did Saul ascribe the honour of tho yictory P 

BBFERENOES. 

Verse 2. — " Make n covenant." Exod. xxiii. 32. 
Verse 13. — " The Lord hath wrought salvation in Israel." Deut. 
xxvni. 7. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

B.C. 1095. 

Samuel the just judge. The aged prophet embraces 
the opportunity of appealing to the people and their king 
concerning his integrity, for he was now about to divest 
himself of his authority. 

The Lord is witness. With one voice the whole 
people bore witness to the uprightness of his public life, 
saying, " Thou hast not defrauded us nor oppressed us, 
neither hast thou taken aught of any man's hand." 

Samuel's parting counsels. He exhorted them by 
the memory of past mercies to cleave fast to the Lord, 
and not forsake His commandments. 

" The Lord sent." No judge named Bedan occurs 
in sacred history. The Septuagint reads Baruk. By 
some the name Bedan is considered a contraction of 
Ben-Dan, or son of Dan, and that Samson is probably 
intended ; others, that Gideon is meant, who was of the 
tribe of Dan. 

" Wheat harvest.'* This is usually over towards the 
end of May or early in June, consequently the season for 
rain had passed ; for throughout the latter part of May, 
June, July, and part of August, rain scarcely ever falls. 
Kain in harvest was incomprehensible to an ancient 
Hebrew. 

"Pray for thy servants." The thunderstorm 
filled the people with fear, and they threw themselves 
on the mediation and intercession of Samuel 

"Fear not." Be not discouraged at the dread of 
immediate destruction. The people considered the noise 
of the thunder as the voice of God, so miraculously sent 
at this season at the request of Samuel 

"Turn not ye aside." Israel had ever been too 
ready to turn aside after the idols and vain customs of 
the surrounding nations. 

" The Lord will not forsake His people." Israel 
was His chosen inheritance, therefore under His special 
protection. 
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" Only fear the Lord." The aged Samuel concludes 
his parting address by exhorting them to serve the Lord 
in truth, with all their heart, and said: "God forbid 
that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray 
for you." 

QUESTIONS. 

65. Give a brief account of Samuol's parting address to the people. 

66. Who was Jerubbaal ? 

67. At what period were the idols Baalim and Ashtaroth worshipped 
in Israel P 

68. Why wore the people so greatly dismayed when they hcai'd the 
thunder P 

69. How did Samuel seek to allay their fears P 

70. Were the people satisfied with the integrity of Samuel as their judge P 

BEFEEENOES. 

Verse 8. — " Your fathers cried unto the Lord." Exod. ii. 23. 
Verse 8. — " The Lord sent Moses and Aaron.'* Exod. iii 10. 
Verse 9. — •• He sold them into the hand of Sisera." Judges iv. 2. 
Verse 10. — " Have served Baalim and Ashtaroth." Judges ii. 13. 
Verse 11. — " The Lord sent Jerubbaal." Judges vi. 14). 
Verse 12. — *• The Lord your God was your King." Judges viii. 23. 
Verse 21.—" Turn ye not aside." Dout. xi. 16, 17. 



CHAPTER XIIL 
B.C. 1093. 

" Saul reigned one year." The Hebrew text is here 
evidently mutilated and imperfect. The Septuagint 
omits the verse altogether. The probable meaning is 
that, during the first year of Saul's reign nothing remark- 
able occurred, but in the second the subsequent events 
took place. 

The garrison of the PHiLiSTiNEa It appears that 
when the Philistines resigned their conquests, they still 
retained some hill fortresses, from which they knew that 
the Hebrews would find it difficult to dislodge them. 

"All Israel heard." Saul had engaged in this 
enterprise without consulting, through Samuel or the 
high-priest, the Divine will. He had taken measures 
that were certain to produce a war with the Philistines. 

" Thirty thousand chariots." War chariots were 
used by all ancient nations. In ^^\\ivxv% 'vt'^^cc ^iisNssxss:^^, 
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great dexterity wa^ shown by the warrior, not only in 
handling his weapons but also in stepping out upon the 
pole to the horses' shoulders, in order the better to reach 
the enemy. If two horses and two men are allowed for 
each chariot, there must have been sixty thousand of 
each for the chariots alone. The horsemen are only six 
thousand, whereas the proportion of the cavalry in the 
ancient armies was usually far greater than the chariots. 
Such a number of chariots never appears even in those 
vast armies which ancient history describes as having 
sometimes been raised in the East by some of the greatest 
monarchs. The Philistines had doubtless collected troops 
from surrounding nations ; but it is conjectured that 
baggage carriages must have been included in the number 
of chariots. Some versions for thirty thousand read 
three thousand. 

The arihy in Michmash. Saul collected his army at 
Gilgal, whither Samuel had promised to come to him in 
seven days. The people were terrified at the numerous 
and well-appointed army of the Philistines pitched in 
Michmash, and fled for refuge to the natural hiding- 
places of the country, the dens, the inaccessible fortresses, 
the caves, the pits or cisterns formed for catching and 
preserving water, while some even passed over Jordan 
into the territory of Gad and Gilead. They continued 
deserting the king's standard till only six hundred men 
were left. 

Saul offered the burnt-offering. Saul waited 
anxiously for Samuel to come and inquire of the Lord 
for him; at length, in his hour of trial, he forgot the 
Divine command, and ventured himself to offer the 
sacrifices and perform the rites permitted to the priests 
alone. 

Saul went out to meet Samuel. The custom of 
going forth to meet and greet a visitor, and bid him 
welcome with every token of respect, was usual. The 
prophet denounced the unfaithfulness of Saul, and told 
him that the Lord had determined in consequence of 
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this act that the kingdom should not continue in his 
family. 

"Samuel arose." He went away, probably home 
to Ramah. Saul, with the six hundred men who re- 
mained with him, went to defend his native town, the 
Philistines being in strong force in that neighbourhood. 

There was no smith in Israel. A regular dis- 
armament was carried out, so that none of the Hebrews 
had sword or spear save the king and his son ; even the 
very smiths were removed by the policy of the Philis- 
tines, so that the Hebrews were constrained to go down 
to some military stations of their enemies to get their 
agricultural implements sharpened. Probably the Phi- 
listines had seized the armour which they used against 
Nahash; many also of the armed men had now deserted. 

QUESTIONS. 

71. Wiiafc Piiilistine'garrlson was attacked b^ Jonathan P 

72. AVhat is said of the forces of the Philistines P 

73. Why di<l the people desert the standard of their king P 

74. What direct command of the Lord was disregarded by Saul P 
76. Whore is Beth- harem ? 

76. In what manner had the Philistines specially humiliated Israel at 
this time P 

BEPEBBNCES. 

Verse 9. — •• And he offered the burnt-oflfering." Numb. iii. 10. 
Verse 14. — " The Lord hath nought him a man after his own heart." 
Acts xiii. 22. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

B.C. 1087, 

Saul tarried in Migron. This was the name of some 
noted locality in the neighbourhood of Gibeah. 

" Under a pomegranate-tree." This tree has small 
angular boughs, armed with prickles, and covered with a 
reddish bark. Its leaves are small, like those of myrrh ; 
its blossom is large, of a beautiful red colour inclining to 
purple. 

" The Lord's priest." After Samuel had left Saul, 
he sent for Ahiah, the great-grandson of EU^ t\>kSi \jss^^'^ 
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priest in Shiloh. Ahitub was the elder brother of Icha- 
bod, and his son was at this time high-priest, and so wore 
the ephod and the breastplate of judgment with Urim 
and Thummim. Saul did this presumptuous act so that 
he could inquire of the Lord without being liable to 
Samuers sharp reproofs ; hoping also that Ahitub would 
comply with his inclination. 

i Jonathan's victory. ' Jonathan, the son of Saul, 
full of faith in God, and with only his armour-bearer, 
stealthily climbed up into the fort of the Philistines, and 
slew the men within it, about twenty in number. 

" BozEZ." Tooth of a rock, or shining. 

" Seneh." The word may signify a thorn or tooth, 
and was probably applied to the rock on account of its 
pointed top. These two sharj) rocks were on either side 
of the pass at Michmash, the scene of Jonathan's adven- 
ture. Above the gorge was the Philistine garrison. 

" There was a trembling in the host." The 
Philistines were filled with dismay, and an earthquake 
which took place increased their terror. It was a 
^'trembling of God;" the whole thing was miraculous ; 
they supposed that the Israelites were in the midst of 
the camp, and began to slay one another in every part of 
it. The army being probably constituted of different 
nations, they were excited with mutual jealousy and sus- 
picion. 

" Bring hither the ark of God." Probably the 
ark of the covenant was brought into the field, though 
some think that the coffer or chest in which the ephod 
and breastplate were kept is meant. 

" The Hebrews that were with the Philistines." 
Those who were held in bondage with the Philistines, 
whom they used as their servants or slaves. 

" The men of Israel were distressed." The fast- 
ing people were spent and weary, for Saul had prohibited 
any of the people from eating before the evening. 

"Honey upon the ground." The forest was be- 
dewed in divers places with the droppings of wild honey, 
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which bursting from the comb ran down the hollow lines 
or the fissures of the rocks. 

" Saul built an altar unto the Lord." The Lord 
had saved Israel from the hand of the Philistines, and 
Saul would commemorate the victory. It is probable 
that he converted the great stone upon which the cattle 
had been slaughtered, into an altar upon which sacrifices 
were offered. Thus he built his first altar, disregarding 
Samuel the prophet of the Lord. 

" The people rescued Jonathan, that he died 
NOT." Saul, hearing that he had tasted a little honey, 
condemned him to instant death. But the people looked 
upon him as their deliverer, and sought to save him from 
the hand of his father. The guilt was contracted by 
Saul, and not by his sou Jonathan, therefore the people 
were right in seeking to rescue him. The deliverance of 
his son was a reproof to Saul for his rashness, and he 
returned home displeased. The opportunity of com- 
pleting the destruction of the Philistines was lost, and 
the expedition ended with evident tokens of the Divine 
displeasure. 

" Saul took the kingdom over Israeu" After 
this victory over the Philistines Saul's authority as king 
was re-established, and he was prospered in the wars 
which he carried on against the nations that oppressed 
Israel. 

questions. 

77. What enterprise was undortakon by Jonathan ? 

78. Where did Saul tarry ? 

79. How did he inquire of the Lord ? 

80. Describe the pass by which Jonathan and his armour-bearer sur- 
prised the Philistine garrison. 

81. Explain the following : 

"Brinff hither the ark of God." 

•' The Hebrews that wore with the Philistines." 

" Honoy upon the ground." 

82. How was Jonathan's nfc endangered P 

BEFEBEirCSS. 

Verse 19. — " Talked unto the priest." Numb, xxvii. 21. 

Verse 26. — " There was honey upon the ground." E.xa^^'wxssk,'^. 

Verse 49.—" The sons of Sau\." \ C\iXOTi, ^va., ^. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

B.C. 1079. 

The DESTRUCTION OF Amalek. Saul had been success- 
ful in his wars with the Moabites, Edomites, and the 
kings of Zobah, but during those years he had held no 
intercourse with Samuel, but now the prophet is sent to 
him with an express command. The Amalekites had 
long before been condemned for their cruelty to Israel, 
but the nation had been spared, till it had filled up the 
measure of its iniquities. 

" Saul gathered the people together." The king 
collected a mighty army, 200,000 footmen of Israel, and 
10,000 men of Judah. It is conjectured that the men 
were numbered as they count lambs, by suffering them to 
pass through a narrow place, called Telaim, one at a time. 
The Septuagint mentions Gilgal, as the place where they 
were numbered ; so also Josephus. 

Over against Egypt. "In the face, or view of 
Egypt." 

Saul spared Agag. His covetousness induced him 
to bring home the best of the cattle and spoil, under 
pretence of sacrificing them to the Lord. His pride in- 
duced him to save Agag the king of Amalek, and bring 
him home in triumph. 

" Then came the word of the Lord unto Samuel." 
The prophet receives heavy tidings to communicate to the 
disobedient monarch, that his Mngdom was rent firom 
him and his family for ever. 

" He set him up a place." This undoubtedly means 
that he set up a trophy or monument of this victory. It 
was usual in ancient times to erect some monument or 
other in commemoration of a victory, generally on the 
spot it had been obtained. 

" To obey is better than sacrifice." By sacrifice 
is meant the external rites of religion; by obedience, 
submission to Divine authority. 

"The Strength of Israel will not lie." "He 
who gives victory to Israel" An ex^Tfts.^\0TL daslgjied 
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to convey rebuke to the disobedient king for the triumphal 
monument he had set up in Carmel, whereby he thought 
to secure to himself the honour of the victory. 

" I HAVE SINNED." Saul implored Samuel to honour 
him before the elders of his people. The prophet yielded, 
and for the last time the two offered sacrifice together. 

"Agag came unto him DELICATELY." Cheerfully, 
thinking that he had nothing further to apprehend now 
that he had secured the favour of Saul. Josephus says 
that he was induced to spare him by the beauty and tall- 
ness of his person. 

" Samuel hewed Agag in pieces." It is not clear 
whether Samuel did this himself, or commanded others 
to do it, but it was quite in accordance with Oriental 
custom for one occupying the position of Samuel to act in 
this manner. 

" Samuel came no more to see Saul." He entirely 
withdrew from Saul, as one rejected by God. But the 
prophet continued to mourn for him, and to bewail the 
doom which it had been his painful duty to foretell. 

QUESTIONS. 

83. Who wore the Amalokites ? 

84. "Why were they doomed to destruction ? 

86. What reason did Saul give for not fulfilling the Diyine command P 

86. In what words did Samuel reprove the disobedient king P 

87. How did Saul commemorate liis victory P 

88. Where was the last sacrifice offered by Samuel and Saul P 

REFEBENCES. 

Verse 2.— •' Which Amalek did to Israel.** Exod. xvii. 8. 

Verse 3.—" Utterly destroy Amalek." Exod. xvii. 14. 

Verse 17. — *' When* thou wast little in thine own sight," etc. 1 Sam. 
ix. 21. 

Verse 22. — "To obey is better than sacrifice." Hosea vi. 6. 

Verse 28.—" The Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thoe," etc. 
1 Snm. xxviii. 17, 18. 

Verse 29.—' • The strength of Israel will not lie nor repent." Numb, 
xxiii. 19. 



CHAPTER XVI. 
B.C. 1063. 
" Fill thine horn wrra oyu" \\» ^^s. s^^ ^n^^^^s^ 



32 THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 

in Oriental countries to keep . liquors in horns, and to 
drink out of them. Probably the Eastern horns had 
chains affixed to them, so that they might occasionally be 
hung up. 

Samuel feared to go. He knew that Saul desired 
his destruction. So the Lord commanded him to take a 
sacrifice to the house of Jesse at Bethlehem. 

"The elders of the town trembled at his 
COMING." They were conscious of iniquity among them, 
and trembled for fear he came to denounce God's anger 
upon them. Some think that they feared the anger of 
Saul if they entertained Samuel. 

"He sanctified Jesse and his sons." He in- 
structed Jesse and his sons in the nature of the sacred 
ordinance, assisting them by his counsel and prayers. 

David, the youthful shepherd. He was ruddy, 
with beautiful eyes, and a goodly appearance. Josephus 
says that David was at this time about ten years of age, 
but according to other authorities he was about fifteen. 

"In the midst of his brethren." David was 
anointed in the presence of his brethren, though the 
transaction was kept secret from others. This anointing 
did not invest him with kingly authority, but merely set 
him apart as Saul's successor. From this time forth "the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon David." 

Saul troubled with an evil spirit. The Spirit 
of the Lord departed from Saul, and he grew melancholy, 
timorous, and suspicious ; he started where there was no 
danger, and at times became furious and distracted. 

" He shall play with his hand, and thou shalt 
be well." The Jews were of opinion that music had 
much power in soothing mental disorders. 

"A SON OF Jesse the Bethlehemite." He was 
skilled in playing upon the harp, and the power of his 
music upon Saul was effectual in driving away the melan- 
choly. " Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil 
spirit departed from him." 

"An ass laden with bread." The words laden 



ITHE FIRST Book OF SAMUEL. 33 

with are not in the original The probable meaning is 
that it was a certain ancient measure of bread. 

" Let David, I pray thee, stand before me." " The 
Scripture narrative implies that on the recovery of the 
king, David returned nome to his usual occupation ; and 
vet, when next in the camp, he and his parents are un 
known to Saul. To reconcile this apparent contradiction, 
some Biblical critics have suggested that 1 Sam. xvi. 
14 — 23, should be read between the 9th and 10th verses 
of chap, xviii. Others look upon the passages 1 Sam. 
xvii 12 — 31, 41, 50, 55—58, as unauthorised interpola- 
tions — not being found in the Septuagint, or any other 
ancient version of the Scriptures beside the Alexandrine 
—and would therefore read 1 Sam. xvii 1 — 11, 32 — 40, 
42—49, 51—54, xviii." 

questions. 

89. Did Samuel go on tho mission Qod appointed him to BetUlohoni 
vrithout hesitation P 

90. What cause had tho elders to tremble at the Prophet's visit ? 

91. Explain the following : 

"Fill thine horn with oil." 

" He sanctified Jesse and his sons/' 

" In the midst of his brethren." 

92. How many sons had Jesse the Bethlehemite ^ 
9d. To what tribe did David belong P 

94 What affliction visited Saul, ana what alleviation WAS foUnd P 

HEFEBEirCBS. 

Verse 1. — " I have provided me a king." Ps. Ixxviii. 70. 
Verse 7. — " The Lord looketh on the heart." Jer. xvii. 10. 
Verse 10. — The sons of Jesse. 1 Chron. ii. 13-15. 



CHAPTER XVIL 

B.C. 1063. 

<The Philistines gathered together their arches 
ro battle." Twenty-seven years had passed since their 
lefeat at Michmash. During this period they seem to 
lave recovered strength, and now seem determined to 
•evenge themselves upon Isriael. Saul meets them on the 
)pen field of battle. 
"Goliath of Gath." A descendant of the Rephaim; 
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he was six cubits and a span high, equal to nearly twelve 
feet; but some think that nine feet six inches is the 
height indicated. 

"Armed with a coat of mail." Here we have 
the first account of a complete suit of armour. - The 
Hebrew helmets were usually of brass, that of the king 
was distinguished by its crown. 

" Greaves of brass." These were a kind of boots 
without feet for the defence of the legs, they usually 
terminated at the ankles, and rose in front nearly to the 
top of the knee. 

" Give me a man, that we may fight together." 
Single combats were not uncommon in ancient times, and 
the result of such a combat was sometimes held to deter- 
mine even a national quarrel. 

The three eldest sons of jesse followed Saul 
TO THE BATTLE. Jesse, being very aged, was himself 
exempted from war. 

" The Philistine drew near morning and even- 
ing." The Philistine, being unable to force the camp, 
spent the time in this manner. 

" Jesse said unto David." After the lapse of forty 
days, Jesse sent his youngest son, David, with a present 
of provisions to the Captain of the Thousand in which his 
three eldest sons were serving. 

"Take their pledge." Some concerted token of 
welfare according to the custom of those times. 

Israel fighting in the valley of Elah. There 
were probably skirmishes between the two armies, though 
they did not come to a general engagement. 

" The king will enrich him." The youthful David 
heard the challenge of Goliath ; he also learned that 
whosoever overcame this proud Philistine would be 
rewarded with great riches, and with the hand of Merab, 
the king's eldest daughter. 

" His father's house free in Israel." That the 
family should be exempted from all the taxes, impositions, 
and services which many of the Israelites were compelled 
to yield. 
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" There came a lion and a bear." The Hon and 
bear never go together in search of prey, therefore David 
refers to two distinct incidents. 

" I COME TO THEE IN THE NAME OF THE LORD OF 

HOSTS." Saul offered David his own armour, but he 
nobly declined it, and went forth to meet Goliath with 
only his staff and crook, and a sling and five pebbles from 
the brook Elah. As he advanced to meet the giant, he 
exclaimed, " I come to thee in the name of the Lord of 
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast 
defied." He slung a stone into the forehead of the giant 
which felled him to the ground ; then he severed his 
head from his body with his own sword. 

Israel pursued the Philistines. The enemy fled, 
and were pursued to the gates of Ekron. David took his 
trophy of victory to Saul, who received him with marks 
of royal favour. 

QUESTIONS. 
96. Who was Goliath ? 

96. How many years had elapsed since the last battle with the Philis- 
tines P 

97. Give a full description of the armour worn by Qt)liath, 

98. Who were Eliab, Abinadab, and Shammah P 

99. Explain the following : 

"Take their pledge." 

" David left his carriage." 

'* Make his father's house free in Israel." 

100. Relate all the circumstances of David's interview with Saul. 

101. How did the Philistine behave towards David, und what was 
David's reply P 

102. What was the name of Saul's eldest daughter, and was she given 
in marriage to David ? 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

B.C. 1063. 

"Jonathan and David made a covenant." Such 
covenants of brotherly love and friendship are still known 
in the East. 

"Jonathan stripped himself of the robe." The 
clothing him was a mark of great honour, for they were 
the arms and clothes of a king's son. 

" Saul set iim over THii "iniSi^ o^ ^ ksJ' Kss^^ 
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continued commander-in-chief, but David had some high 
military station appointed him, probably captain of Said's 
guards. 

" Saul hath slain his thousands." After the 
death of Goliath and the consequent rout of the Philis- 
tines, Saul and David with him went to several of the 
cities of Israel. In all places to which they came, accord- 
ing to the custom of the times, the women came forth to 
meet them with instruments of music, and singing an ode 
composed for the occasion. 

"Saul was very wroth." The triumphal song of 
the women awakened the jealousy of Saul, and filled his 
soul with some dark purpose; he looked on David with 
an evil eye. 

" He prophesied in the midst of his house." He 
was seized with a fit of that insanity to which he was 
subject. 

" There was a javelin in Saul's hand." In those 
days the javelin or spear in the hands of a prince was the 
ensign of government. In state, it was always seen in 
the hand, as the sceptre is now. 

•'All Israel and Judah loved David." He led 
them out to war, and conducted them back with safety. 

"Merab, Saul's daughter." Saul gave his eldest 
daughter in marriage to Adriel the Meholathite; five 
sons sprang from this union. The Jewish writers con- 
clude that Merab died early, and that Michal adopted 
her sister's children, and brought them up for Adriel. 

" Michal, Saul's daughter, loved David." Saul 
promised David his younger daughter, upon the condition 
of his slaying one hundred Philistines. He, no doubt, 
hoped that David would fall in this encounter. 

" Saul was yet the more afraid of David." 
MichaVs affection for David, his increased reputation and 
success in military enterprise, appeared to Saul to fore- 
bode David's advancement to the kingdom, by dethron- 
ing him ; he knew that God favoured him, and so became 
more afraid of him and very malignant against him. 



! 
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David's renown. He surpassed all the officers of 
Saul in military skill, courage, and success. 

QUESTIONS. 

103. "What peculiar marks of friendship were bestowed by Jonathan 
upon David ? 

10J>. What military post was assigned to him by Saul ? 

105. By what means was Saul's onvy aroused ? 

106. How was David regarded by all Israel and Judah P 

107. Upon what conditions did he win Michal for his wife? 

108. In what two ways did Saul seek to slay David P 

BBFEBElfOES. 

Verse 19.— '* Adriel the Moholathite. " 2 Sam. xxi. 8. 
Verse 28.—' ' The Lord was with David. " Deut. xxxi. 8. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

B.C. 1063—1062. 

Saul sought the life of David. The king's envy 
and hatred now reached their height ; the officers and 
soldiers in the army had positive orders to effect David's 
death by some means or other. 

" I will go out and stand beside my father in 
the field." This was a spot where Saul was accus- 
tomed to walk ; and where David, being concealed, might 
have full evidence of Jonathan's love, and all the infor- 
mation which he could procure from him. 

"Jonathan spake good of David." Jonathan tried 
to appease his father, and a protended reconciliation was 
effected. David again appeared in the presence of Saul. 

"Saul sought to smite David." The act of Saul 
casting the javelin at David, virtually absolved him from 
his allegiance. 

" Michal took an image." In the original a tera- 

{ihim, which were household deities. The women of 
srael had a strong propensity to this superstition, not- 
withstanding the express laws of Moses against it. Pro- 
bably Michal worshipped these idols unknown to her 
husband. Josephus omits all mention of the toraphim. 

" A pillow of goat's hair." a kind of network q€ 
goat's hair placed before the terap\\\m, \)0 V^^^jj o'S.Xit^^Ni^^- 
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some insects. The beds commonly in use in the East 
were a padded quilt doubled for a mattress, and another 
single for a covering. 

David fled to Samuel. As the aged prophet had 
anointed David to be king, he fled to him in his difficulty 
rather than to his father's house. He looked to Samuel 
for counsel and prayer. " And he and Samuel went and 
dwelt in Naioth." 

"The company of the prophets." Naioth is sup- 
posed to have been the place of one of the schools of 
the prophets. 

" They also prophesied." " They praised (Jod in 
hymns,'* which the prophets composed and sang to his 
honour. 

"He stripped off his clothes." Saul laid aside 

his armour and royal robes, and appeared in the ordinary 

dress of those by whom he was surrounded in the school 

of the prophets. 

questions. 

109. How did Jonathan seek to save David from the wrath of his 
father ? 

110. "Saul sought to smite David even to the waU with his javelin." 
"What may be understood by this act of Saul ? 

111. Explain the following : 

" Miehal took an image." 

" A pillow of goat's hair for his bolster." 

112. Where was Naioth ? 

113. What happened to the messengers of Saul? 

114. Relate the circumstances attending Saul's visit to Naioth. 

BEFEBENCES. 

Verse 5.—*' Slew the Philistine." 1 Sam. xvii. 49. 60. 

Verse 11. — " Saul also sent messengers unto David's house." Ps. lix. 

Verse 24. — "Is Saul also among the prophets?" 1 Sam. x. 11. 



CHAPTER XX. 
B.C. 1062. 

" David fled from Naioth." Still in fear of the 
enmity and opposition of Saul, he sought succour and 
consolation from Jonathan, who promised David, 
" Whatsoever thy soul desireth, I will even do it for 
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" To-morrow is the new moon." The months of 
the Hebrews wore hiiuu* months, and the new moon was 
celebrated with sacrifices and feasting, at which celebra- 
tion the head of the family expected all its members to 
be present. All the principal persons in the court dined 
with the king on this occasion. David, whose duty it 
was to take his seat at the royal table, asks Jonathan to 
ojBfer his excuse to his father. 

A YEARLY SACRIFICE FOR ALL THE FAMILY. The 

meeting of all the families of a tribe on such occasions 
took place only once a year. It was to this laiger gather- 
ing in his father's house at Bethlehem that David pre- 
ferred to go for his own safety. 

" Jonathan made a covenant with the house of 
David." He knew that his father's sceptre would not 
pass into his hand, but into the hand of David ; and yet 
he felt no envy; he only asked David not to forget him 
or liis family when he should come to the throne. 

"The stone Ezel.'* Literally, the stone of the 
way. A stone erected for the purpose of showing travel- 
lers their way. 

"Jonathan arose." Saul had by this time intro- 
duced much ceremony into his court, the principal per- 
sons being placed at his own table, each having their 
assigned seat. Josephus says that Jonathan sat on one 
side of Saul, and Abner on the other. Jonathan stood 
up as his father entered, out of respect to his rank and 
dignity. 

" WHERFJ'ORE COMETH NOT THE SON OF JeSSE TO 

MEAT?" On the first day of the feast, Saul conjectured 
that some ceremonial defilement precluded the attend- 
ance of David. 

" Thou son of the perverse rebellious woman." 
In abusing another, it is customary in the East to apply 
disgi\aceful epithets to the mother of the abused person. 
The word woman is not in the original. 

" Jonathan arose from the table." The kiu^^ vvv 
his rage, hurled a javelin at Vv\a 'io\\^v^VQ>^«N<^^SiNs^^^'^^ 
immediately iastenod out to appmCi TSvo^\^ o^\css» ^^sjssj^'^ 
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" Artillery." His weapons : bow, quiver, and 
arrows. 

" Wept one with another." The sorrow of David 

exceeded that of his beloved friend ; he was exUed from 

his country^ separated from hi^ wife and friend, excluded 

from the sacred ordinances, and was about to go forth 

hunted by his persecutor as a "a partridge upon the 

mountains." We do not find that the friends met more 

than once after this. 

questions. 

115. Did David remain with Samuel P 

116. "To-morrow is the new moon." What celebration is here 
alluded to ? 

117. Who undertook to excuse David for presenting himself at court P 
' 118. In what manner did Saul display his anger towards his son ?" 

119. Explain these : 

" The stone Ezel." 

" Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad." 

120. Give an account of the interviews between David and Jonathan. 

BEPEBENCBS. 

Vm*8e 6. — " The new moon." Numb, xxviii. 11 . 

Verse 15. — "Thou shalt not cut off thy kindness," etc. 2 Sam. xxi. 7. 



CHAPTER XXL 

B.O. 1062. 

David flies to Nob. After parting with Jonathan, 
David, accompanied by a few young men, went to Nob, 
one of the Levitical cities, where the Tabernacle had been 
removed, the Ark remaining at Kirjath-jearim. Some 
think that Ahiah was dead, and that Ahimelech was his 
younger brother and successor in the priesthood. 

" Ahimelech was afraid." David went to Nob to 
inquire of the priest. He went without his accustomed 
retinue, and was evidently in distress. Ahimelech was 
afraid to entertain him, as he suspected a breach had 
occurred between him and Saul. 

"The king hath commanded me a business." 
This visit proved a snare to David; he feared that he 
should be betrayed to Saul, or sent away destitute ; so he 
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framed a gross falsehood, which had the most fatal con- 
sequences. 

"Hallowed brfad." The old shew-bread, which, 
after lying for a week on the table in the holy place, was 
taken away, and eaten only by the priest. 

DoEG, THE HERDMAN OF Saul. Saul was possessed at 
this time of large herds, which constituted the great part 
of the wealth of an Eastern monarch. Doeg had become 
a proselyte to the Jewish religion, and was at this time 
performing some vow which caused his attendance at the 
sanctuary. 

" I HAVE NEriHER BROUGHT MY SWORD NOR MY 

WEAPONS WITH ME." David had fled with such haste 
that he had not time to take his armour, or he left it in 
order better to conceal himself. 

" The sword of Goliath." Josephus says that 
David had dedicated this sword to the Lord. The cloth 
in which it was wrapped was probably a rich piece, em- 
broidered or otherwise ornamented. 

David fled to Achish. The fugitive David, not 
considering himself safe at Nob, fled to Achish, king 
of Gath, where he was soon recognised by the Philis- 
tines. His want of faith in God induced him to feign 
himself mad ; he " scrabbled on the doors of the gate, 
and let his spittle fall down upon his beard.'* 

"Have I need of mad menI" The Rabbins say 
that the king's wife and daughter were mad, hence the 
strong emphasis of his question. 

questions. 

121. Whoro did David depart after his interyiew with Jonathan P 

122. Who was Ahimolcdi r 

123. What was tho hallowed hrcad 7 

124. Who watched the actions of David at Nob ? 

126. How did Duvid account for being unarmed ? and how was ho 
provided with a weapon of defence ? 
126. Why did David feign madness ? 

HEFEBENCES. 

Verse 4. — " Hallowed bread." Lev. xxiv. 5 , 6. 

Verse 6. — " The priest gave him hallowed bread." Matt. xii. 3, 4. 

Verse 0. — " The sword of GoUalli." i S^va, "x.'^vk.* ^\» 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

B.C. 1062. 

David a fugitive. From the lowlands of the Philis- 
tines, David betook himself to the town of AduUam, 
where he found a secure retreat in one of the caves with 
which the limestone cliffs of the neighbourhood are 
pierced. His brethren, and all his father's house, feeling 
their insecurity at Bethlehem, followed him to his strong- 
hold. At length, many others from various motives 
followed him, until the number of his followers amounted 
to four hundred men. 

David's caue for his parents. Probably David's 
descent from Euth the Moabitess induced him to seek 
an asylum for his aged parents in the land of Moab. 
This is the last record we have of David's parents. The 
Jews believe that he included his brethren in the request 
he preferred to the king of Moab, who destroyed the 
whole family except one brother that was preserved by 
Nahash. 

The counsel of the prophet Gad. The prophet 
Gad is here mentioned for the first time : he had pro- 
bably been educated in the schools of the prophets under 
Samuel, who had sent him privately from Naioth to tell 
David not to abide in the hold. He therefore departed 
to the forest of Hareth, which is mentioned at no other 
time in the sacred narrative. 

<SSaul abode in Gibeah." He held a meeting of 
all his tribesmen under the tamarisk-tree on the high- 
place. It might be there was no house large enough in 
Gibeah in which Saul could hold his court within doors. 
With the spear in his hand, he seemed to threaten ven- 
geance against all^who did not join him in persecuting 
David. 

The massacre of the priests. Saul being informed 

by Doeg of David's visit to Nob, he sent for Ahimelech 

and the rest of the priests, whom he charged with trea- 

■ son in succouring David, and ordered them to be put to 
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death. His servants would not slay the priests ; but 
Doeg, who doubtless had a band of men under him, 
executed the cruel deed ; and there fell on that day four 
score and five priests ; the city of Nob also, with all 
its inhabitants, cattle, and property, Saul utterly de- 
stroyed. 

"Abtathar escaped." Abiathar is here mentioned 
for the first time; it is supposed that he remained at Nob 
to take care of the sanctuary, when the other priests 
went to Saul, and so escaped. He continued a faithful 
friend of David throughout his reign. 

"Abiathar showed David." David was grieved 
when he heard of the cruel conduct of Saul in sacrificing 
the Lord's chosen priests to his blind rage. This act was 
permitted as the means whereby the prediction against 
the house of Eli was fulfillejl. David said to Abiathar, 
" Abide thou with me, fear not ; for he that seeketh my 
life seeketh thy life : but with me thou shalt be in safe- 
guard." 

QUESTIONS. 

127. Where is the cave of AduIIam ? 

128. What is the last record in the sacred narrative of David's 
parents P 

129. Did David remain at AduUam ? 

130. Why did Saul destroy the priests, and did none of them escape ? 

131. Were the servants of Saul willinfj to slay the priests? 

132. Who was Doeg ? What other record have wo concerning him ? 

hkferencrs. 

VerBe 0. — " Doeg the Edomito." 1 Sam. xxi. 7. 
Verse 20. — " Abiathar escaped." 1 Sam. xxiii. 6. 



CHAPTEE XXIII. 

B.O. 1062—1061. 

The Philistines attack Keilah. The threshing- 
floors were the natural objects of plunder. These thresh- 
ing-floors are constructed near each other, of a circular 
form, perhaps fifty feet in diameter, merely by boating 
down the earth hard. Upon these circh\s the sheaves 
are spread out quite thick, and the grain is trodden 
out by animals. 
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" David inquired of the Lord." The Lord said : 
" Go, and smite the Philistines, and save Keilah ;" but 
his men were fearful. He again inquired of the Lord : 
then, under Divine guidance, he smote the Philistines, 
brought away the cattle, and rescued the city. 

" It was told Saul." Saul heard of David's brave 
exploit, and that he was now shut up in the fortified town 
of Keilah : he said, Ood hath delivered him into my 
hands. Literally, hath made him strange, i.e., repudiated 
or rejected him. 

" Secretly practised." David knew that Saul was 
forging or working mischief against him. He inquired 
of the Lord by Abiathar the priest. 

"The Lord said." Probably these answers were 
given in an audible voice from some tent, where the 
ephod was generally placed, and before which the inquiry 
was made. 

David and his men escaped. His followers had 
now increased to 600, and when he heard that the un- 
grateful citizens would deliver him up to his enemy he 
retired with them into the wilderness of Ziph. 

Jonathan went to David. This appears to be the 
last interview between the chosen friends. Perhaps it 
was Jonathan who had informed David of Saul's inten- 
tion to come against Keilah. This secret visit was for 
the purpose of offering consolation. He strengthened his 
hand in Ood. And they two made a covenant before 
the Lord. 

Saul's pursuit. Saul and the Ziphites followed 
David to the hill of Hachilah, and thence to Maon. 
This wilderness, with the district of Carmel, constituted 
the southern half of the hill region round the Dead Sea. 

"The Philistines have invaded the land." 
Saul returned from his pursuit of David when he heard 
that the Philistines had spread themselves upon the 
land to strip and plunder. 

" Sela-hammahlekoth." The rock or cliff of slip- 
pin^^ awajr, or escaping. 
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"Strong holds/' Tho district around Eiigedi i 
mountainous territory, filled with fissures and caverns 
it was well adapted for a hiding-place for David and hi 
followers. 

QUESTIONS. 

133. What bapponcd to David at Koilah P 

134. Desoribo tno situations of tho following places : 

Keilah, tho wildornoss of Ziph, Muon, Jeshimon, Kngodi. 

136. Wore the men of Koilah grateful to David for tho delivcranoo h 
wrought P 

136. Give an account of the last intcrviow between David and Jont 
than. 

187. Who informed Saul of tho place of David's retreat ? 

188. What event induced Saul to return from his pursuit ? 

hefebsnces. 

Verae 6.—*' When Abiathar," etc. 1 Sam. xxii. 20. 

Verae 9. — ** Bring hither tho ephod." Numb, xxvii. 21. 

Verse 14 — '• David abode," etc. Psalm xi. 1. 

Verse 10. — '*Then camo up tho Ziphitos." Psalm liv. 3. 

Verse 26. — " Saul and his mon compassed David." Psalm zvii. 11. 



/ 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

n.c. 1061. 

Saul and ins three thousand. When Saul had r( 
pelled tho Philistines, he selected 3000 of his troopj 
and resumed his pursuit of David, who had taken refug 
in tho wilderness of Engedi. 

" The rocks of the wild goats." Rocks on whic 
a certain species of wild goat was wont to feed. 

"Sheepcotes . . . where was a cave." Such 
cave as shepherds were accustomed to resort to. Som 
of these caves consist of two apartments, the exterio 
entrance leads to a sort of ante-chamber, within which i 
another, or several others much larger than the first. 

Saul in David's power. The fugitive David sui 
prised the king whilst he lay asleep in one of the cavei 
in the interior of which he and his men had previousl 
concealed themselves. 

"The skirt of Saul's robe." * David refused t 
injure the Lord's anointed, but arose, and cut otf tli 
skirt of Saul's robe, whether on Saul at the time or lai 
aside by him in tlio cave doea "!\o\» wjv\v^^\x 
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"David's heart smote him." He feared the action 
was inconsistent with the respect he owed to Saul as a 
king. 

"My father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy 
ROBE IN MY HAND." David addressed Saul in the re- 
spectful manner of a younger to an elder or one in autho- 
rity. He proved to him that he wished him no harm, 
but also reproached him with his relentless hatred and 
persecution. 

"This thy voice, my son David." This generous 
deed of the fugitive excited the king to tears. 

"Thou shalt surely be king.'* Saul prophetic- 
ally with his own lips confirms Samuel's prediction that 
David was appointed to succeed him. 

" Swear now therefore unto me by the Lord.*' 

He implores him not to destroy his name out of his 

father's house. David consented with an oath. And 

Saul went home, but David and his men gat them up 

unto the hold. 

QUESTIONS. 

139. With how many men did Saul renew his pursuifc of David ? 

140. Explain the following : 

"The rocks of the wild goats." 

•'The sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave." 

141. Relate briefly what happened in the cave at Engedi. 

142. What effect had this action of David upon Saul? 

143. In what Psalm is David's position at Engedi alluded to P 

144. What promise did David make to Saul ? 

BEFESBNOES. 

Verse 2. — " Went to seek David." Psalm xxxviii. 12. 
Verse 10. — " Some bade me kill thee," etc. Psalm vii. 4. 
Verse 14. — " After whom dost thou pursue ?" Psalm xxxi. 13. 
Verse 20. — " The kingdom of Israel shall be established in thine hand. " 
2 Sam. vil 12. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

B.C. 1060. 

"Sajmuel died.'' He had spent a life of holy and 

faithful service, ahd died at the age of one hundred and 

eleven years. The whole nation honoured him at his 

funeral as a public benefactor. Josephus lays much 
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siaress upon the funeral honours paid to Samuel. " They 
wept for him a great number of days, not looking on it 
88 a sorrow for the death of another man, but as that in 
which they were every one themselves concerned.'* 

"David arose." Immediately on the death of 
Samuel ho removed more to the south ; he went into 
the wilderness of Paran, where, his provisions failing 
him, he applied in his distress to a rich man of Carmel 
in the south of Judah. 

"Shearing his sheep.*' Sheep-shearing is a very 
ancient custom, and was in early times attended with 
great festivity. The wool was not shorn with an instru- 
ment, but plucked off with the hand. The time when it 
is performed in Palestine falls in March. 

"The house of Caleb.'* Caleb means a dog in 
Hebrew, and the ancient versions do not render it as a 
proper name, but as an indication of Nabal's character. 

"Peace be both to thee, and peace to thine 
house." The Easterns are very courteous in their salu- 
tations, they observe strikingly all matters of form and 
ceremony. 

"Let the young men find favour in thine 
eyes." David respectfully asked of Nabal the rites of 
hospitality, as it was now shearing- time, and he kept 
open house. Nabal indignantly refused. 

"Gird ye on every man his sword." David in 
a warlike spirit determined to punish his conduct, and 
assembled four hundred of his men, while two hundred 
abode by the stuff, the baggage. 

" Told Abigail." One of the young men told his 
master's wife, who was a woman of good understand- 
ing, and of a beautiful countenance, how Nabal in his 
churlishness flew upon them. 

"A WALL." To protect them from the wandering 
tribes. They were as safe with David's men around 
them as if they dwelt in a walled town. 

"A SON OF Belial." This is a Hebrew word im- 
ply ing a wicked or worthless man, one resolved to endure 
no subjection ; a rebel. 
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" Abigail made haste." She became alarmed, and 
hastily loaded several asses with provisions, and unknown 
to her husband went forth with her servants to appease 
the wrath of David. 

" Two bottles/' Two skins, each of which would 
contain many gallons. 

" Parched corn." This was the common food of the 
country. The grains of wheat, not yet fully dry or 
hard, are roasted in a pan or on an iron plate. 

" The covert of a hill.'' Probably a defile or glen, 
literally a secret place. 

" Lighted off the ass." It is supposed that David 
was mounted, and that Abigail, lighting from her ass, in 
token of respect, took hold of his foot to kiss it. 

"Go IN PEACE TO THINE HOUSE." David reQeivcd 
her presents, and assured her of forgiveness, and she 
returned home. 

"He BECAME A STONE." Nabal on hearing the 
communication of his wife was greatly affected. Pro- 
bably his violent anger brought on a fit of apoplexy ; after 
lying senseless for ten days he died. 

"Behold thine handmaid." David was so much 
pleased with the wisdom and beauty of Abigail that 
when he heard of the death of Nabal he married her. 
Saul had taken Michal, his daughter, the wife of David, 
and given her to Phalti, the son of Laish, of Gallim. 
David also took to wife Ahinoam of Jezreel. 

questions. 

145. When did Samuel die, and where was he buried ? 

146. Where did David remove after the death of Samuel ? 

147. Who was Nabal, and what treatment did he give to David ? 

148. Eelato briefly the interview between David and Abigail. 

149. Explain the following : 

*• A son of Belial." 

"The covert of a hill." 

" Go in peace to thine house.'* 

150. Who was Ahinoam ? 

BEPEBEirCES. 

Verse 28. — " A sure house." 2. Sam. vii. 27. 

Verse 28. — "My lord fighteth the battles of the liOrd." 1 Sam. 
jtrJjJ. 17. 
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Verse 32.—" Blessed be the Lord God of Israel." Psalm xli. 13. 
Verse 39. — " The Lord hath returned tlio wickedness of Nabal upon his 
own Lead." Psalm vii. 16. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

B.C. 1060. 

In thr wilderness of Ziph. David, wandering from 
Paran to the wilderness of Ziph, once more came to the 
hill of Ilachiliih. His retreat was revealed to Saul, who 
with Abner and three thousand chosen men, set out in 
search of him. 

"Saul lay in the trench. The word rendered 
trench does not signify a ditch or rampart; in the 
margin it is translated carriages, but it seems rather to 
mean" a circular encampment formed by Saul's troops, in 
the centre of which the king reposed, as in the place of 
honour, his spear stuck in the ground at his bolster, it 
being the custom for warriors in ancient thncs when they 
lay down to rest to have their arms near them. 

David spares the life of Saul. David, accom- 
panied by Abishai, stole down into the camp, and 
secretly took away the king's spear and the cruse of 
water from his side. 

** The cruse of wati-:r." No one ventures to travel 
in the East without his cruso of water, and it is common 
when sleeping at night in the open air to have one 
within reach. 

** Abner, the son of Ner." • This great warrior had 
much influence over Saul, and might have restrained 
him from persecuting David had he been willing, but his 
enmity towards him is confirmed by his conduct after 
SauFs death. 

" Wheri<:fore then hast thou not kept thy lord 
THE KING V David from the opposite hill called aloud 
to Abner, reproaching him for his negligence ; he also 
touchingly rebuked sjaul for his inilexible enmity. 

"A P^VRTRIDGE IN THE MOUNTAINS." Literally the 
caller, from its well-known call ot c,t^. Tcv^ xsv^vj^a \sv 
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which the Arabs hunt this bird illustrates SauVs pursui 
of David. The bird becomes languid and fatigued afte 
it has been hastily put up once or twice ; the Ara' 
observing it, immediately runs in and knocks it dowi 
with a sort of bludgeon. 

"I HAVE SINNED." Saul confesses his own cruelt; 
and sinfulness, and appears humbled. 

" Saul returned to his place.'' To Gibeah, to hi 

house. 

questions. 

: 151. What did David in the wilderness of Ziph P 

152. Who was Abishai ? 

153. In what words did David reprove Abner for his negligence ? 
164. What confession was made by Saul ? 

BEFBBENCES. 

Verse 10. — "His day shall come to die." Psalm xxxvii. 13, 
Verse 19. — " They have driven me out/' etc. ^ 1 Sam. xix. 18. 



CHAPTEE XXVII. 
B.C. 1058. 

"I SHALL NOW PERISH ONE DAY BY THE HAND 

Saul." Though Saul had confessed his sinfulness, Davi 
could not trust his sincerity, and therefore retired wit 
his followers to Achish, king of Gath. No doubt he sei 
messengers before him to ascertain how Achish woul 
receive him. Being now at the head of a warlike bar 
of 600 men, and the enemy of Saul, he would be a val 
able ally to the Philistine. 

David dwelt with Achish. This prince being d 
scribed as ** the son of Maoch," may indicate that 1 
was not the same who reigned when David went up f 
the first time to Gath. 

"Achish gave him Ziklag." This town was fir 
assigned to Judah, and afterwards to Simeon, but it do 
not appear that Israel ever possessed it. If the Phili 
tines had ever been expelled, they must have retaken i 

" Unto this day." This phrase implies that it wi 
written after the revolt of Jeroboam and before tl 
Babylonish Captivity. 
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David's incursions upon the neighbouring 

NATIONS. David made several successful inroads upon 
the Geshurites, the Gezrites, and the Amalekites, the old 
enemies of Israel. David made Achish believe that he 
had attacked Judah, which so pleased the Philistine 
king, that he proposed to retain him in his service for 
ever. 

"To BRING TIDINGS." Rather "to bring them to 
Oath/* as captives or slaves. The prisoners taken 
should have been part of the spoil, but David dared not 
bring them to Gath lest his deceit should be discovered. 

QUESTIONS. 

155. With what heathen king did David seek alliance P 

156. Was tliis Achish the former friend of David ? 

167. Who were the Geshurites, the Gezrites, and the Amalekites ? 
158. What deceit was practised by David towards Achish P 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

B.C. 1066. 

The Philistines invade Israel. Achish united his 
forces with the other lords of the Philistines in an inva- 
sion of Israel. He also proposed to take David with him 
to the battle. 

"Keeper of mine head.'' Captain of his body 
guard, a most honourable office in the East. 

"Saul had put away the wizards." These per 
sons were forbidden by the Mosaic Law, and Saul had 
been very active in exterminating them, probably in 
the early part of his reign. 

"Saul saw the host." Ho could see the strong 
camp of the Philistines on the heights of Shunem on 
the other side of the plain. He was afraid, and his 
heart greatly trembled. 

"Saul inquired of the Lord.*' The three usual 
modes of inquiring of the Lord are here noticed. By 
dream«, an immediate revelation from the Lord. By 
Vrim, an answer through the high-priest clothed iiL tko. 
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ephod. By prophets, an answer conveyed through some 
seer speaking by the word of the Lord. 

The witch of Endor. Saul was informed of a 
woman " familiar with spirits " living at Endor. Saul 
disguised himself, probably put a bandage over his 
eyes so that he should not be recognised, and paid a 
visit to the witch. She exacted an oath of the stranojer 
that he would not inform against her, and demanded 
whom she should bring up. 

"Bring me up Samuel." The witch proceeded with 
her sorceries; presently Samuel, by God's permission, 
stood before them. The woman was astonished ; she 
also discovered to her alarm that her visitor was no 
other than the king himself. Saul quieted her fears, and 
then addressed the prophet ; he bemoaned his miserable 
condition, and begged Samuel to tell him what he should 
do in his distress. 

"Wherefore dost thou ask of me 1 " The prophet 
replied in solemn words : " The Lord is departed from 
thee, and is become thine enemy." He also informed 
him that the kingdom was given to David, and that he 
and his sons should die on the morrow. 

Saul fell to the earth. The unhappy king fell 
prostrate at the sad intelligence, but the woman kindly 
ministered to him, and he recovered. 

**The bed." The bench, such as in the East runs 
along the wall furnished with cushions for those who sit 
at their meals. 

"Unleavened bread." There was not time to 
leaven the bread and let it rise, for Saul was in haste ; 
he rose up, and went away that night. 

questions. 

159. How did Achisli show bis regard for David ? 

160. Explain tlie foUowinjT : 

" Neither by dreams, nor bv Urim, nor by prophets." 

161. Give illustrations from this book of these three modes by which 
the Lord revealed His purposes to His people. 

162. Relate the circumstances connected with the witch at Endor. j 

EEFEBENCES. 

F?^fia 3. — " ThoBQ (hat had familial spmla." "Deut. -iNvu. 10-12. 
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Verae 6. — " By droaras." Numb. xii. 0. 

Verse 6.—" Bj Urim." Numb, xxvii. 21. 

Verse 0. — " By prophets." 1 Sam. xxiv. 6. 

Verse 18. — " Tliou oboyedst not the voice of tho Lord." 1 Sam. xv. 19. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 
B.C. 1056. 
"The Israelites pitched by. a fountain." Saul 
having disposed his army on or near to Mount Gilboa, 
his own band was close to the fountain, probably the fine 
spring Ain-Jalud as it is now tailed. 

" The lords of the Philistines passed on." The 
military divisions of their army were the same as of the 
Israelites ; they were divided into thousands, hundreds, 
fifties, and tens, in war. David and his men formed the 
bodyguard of Achish. 

"The princes of the Philistines." The heads ol 
the other Philistine states, not the lords in the court of 
Achish. 

"Let him not go down with us to battle." The 
princes of the Philistines mistrusted David's fidelity, and 
insisted on his being sent back. 

"But what have I done?" David expostulated 
with Achish, intending to impose on him, and make him 
believe that he would fight against Israel. 

" I know that thou art good in my sight, as an 
angel of God." Achish would willingly have gone 
forth to battle with David and his men around him, but 
the princes of the Philistines had said, " He shall not go 
up with us to the battle.'^ 

David AND his men departed. They returned into 

the land of the Philistines. And the Philistines went up 

to Jezreel. 

questions. 

163. Wlioro did tho Israolitos oiicamp ? 

164. Who wore tho prunes of the Fhi/istines? 

103. What post was assig^aod to David aad his men P 

166. Whjr did David rctura iuto the hiud of tho PiiiUstiaos ? 

EEPBEKNOBS. 

Verse k — " Wherewith should ho voooucvVo \xvvcka^\l >xcl\.^\ca\s^^sJ^'^'^^ 
i OhroD. xii, 19. 
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Verse 5. — "Saul slew his thousands, and David his ten tiiousands." 
1 Sam. xviii. 6, 7. ^^ 

CHAPTEE XXX. 

B.C. 1056. 

David at Ziklag. David returned to Ziklag, where he 
found the Amalekites had availed themselves of the ab- 
sence of the armed men, and had plundered and burnt 
the city, and carried all the people with his own wives 
captives into their own land. 

"On the third day.^ This indicates that Aphek 
was three days' march from Ziklag, about fifty miles. 

" Slew not any." The men of the city were absent 
with David, so the women were spared to be used as 
slaves, and the old out of respect to their age. 

"David was greatly distressed." The people 
were almost ready to stone him, but " David encouraged 
himself in the Lord his God." 

David inquired of Abiathar. The answers were 
evidently given by the Word of the Lord in the mouth 
of the priest. " Pursue ! for thou shall overtake, and 
set free." 

David and his six hundred. His own band of 
tried warriors. Those who had since joined were not 
trained enough for such a rapid and dangerous expedition. 

They came to the brook Besor. When they came 
to this resting-place two hundred of the men were so 
faint that they could not cross ; they remained behind, 
while David and the four hundred went forward. 

" They found an Egyptian." A slave of the Amale- 
kites who had been left behind because he was sick. In 
rapid journeys over the deserts, slaves, if old or sick, are 
often abandoned, and left to perish. 

"Canst thou bring me down to this company?" 
The poor slave revived under the care of David, and 
undertook to guide him to the Amalekites. He came up 
with them while feasting in security, regained the whole 
of the persons and. property they had taken, with an im- 
meme amount of booty besides. 
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"They shall part alike." Those who returned 
triumphant from the pursuit were unwilling to divide the 
spoil with the two hundred weary men resting by the brook 
Besor ; but David, who attended to the true interest of 
his men, desired that those who tarried by the stuiF 
should divide the spoil. 

"He sent OF the spoil unto the elders of 
JUDAH." David had a powerful party of friends within 
the borders of Israel, and he divided some of the rich 
booty taken from the Amalekites into certain portions, 
which he sent as presents to certain of the elders with a 
view of gaining the favour of the nation at large. 

questions. 

167. What occurred during Dayid's absence from Ziklag ? 

168. How did David in(^uiro of the Lord ? 

169. .Giye an account oi his pursuit of the Amalekites ? 

170. Whore was Ziklae, and was it afterwards rebuilt P 

171. Where is tho brook Besor, and what does the name signifj P 

172. What did David with the spoil taken from the Amalekites P 

BEVBBBNOBB. 

Verse 7. — " Bring me hither the ephod." Kumb. xxvii. 21. 
Verse 24.—" They shall part alike." Fs. Ixviii. 12. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 
B.C. 1056. 
The battle on Mount Gilboa. The Philistine host 
advanced to the conflict ; they fought valiantly, and the 
men of Israel fled from the field pursued by the victors. 
Saul and his three sons, Jonathan, Abinadab, and Mel- 
chishua were in the battle; the Philistines followed hard 
after them, and his three sons were slain. 

" The archers hit him." The shooters, men with 
the bow, wounded him so desperately that he was unable 
to fight. 

"Saul took a sword, and fell upon it." Saul 
felt his case was hopeless ; despair took hold of him ; he 
desired his armour-bearer to kill him, but he would not ; 
he then fell on his own sword, and his armour-bearer 
likewise fell upon his sword, and died with him. Some 
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of the Jewish -writers affirm that Saul's armour-bearer 
was Doeg the Edomite, who was promoted to that office 
for his alacrity in obeying the king's command, and slay- 
ing the priests. 

"They put his armour in the house of Ash- 
TAROTH." This was designed, not only as a trophy of 
victory, but of gratitude to their idol, to whose favour 
they ascribed their success. The house of Ashtaroth was 
doubtless the famous temple of Venus in Askelon men- 
tioned by Herodotus as the most ancient of all her 
temples. 

" Fastened his body to the wall of Bethshan." 
Josephus says that it was fastened to a cross near the 
city walls of Bethshan ; his sons also were treated in the 
same manner. 

" Took the body of Saul." The men of Jabesh- 
gilead came by night and rescued the dead bodies of Saul 
and his sons. 

" Burnt them there." Burning was not the usual 
mode of sepulture among the Hebrews. In this case it 
was probably resorted to from a desire to disguise the 
mutilated bodies of Saul and his sons, also to preserve 
them from any further indignity. It is the first time 
this mode of sepulture is mentioned in the sacred 
writings. 

^ "Fasted seven days.'* The usual time of lamenta- 
tion for the dead. 

QUESTIONS. 

173. Give an account of the battle on Mount Gilboa. 
i 174. What were the names of Saul's sons ? 

175. How long had Saul reigned over Israel ? 
' 176. What trophy was placed by the Philistines in the house of 
Ashtaroth ? 

177. Who rescued the remains of Saul and his sons from the hands of 
the Philistines ? 

178. Where is Bethshan ? 
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QUOTATIONS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
Ohup. Vorao Chap. Verse 

xvi. 1 Matt. i. 0. 

fMalt. xii. 3, l-. 

x.xi. C < Mark ii. 25, 20. 

(LuIco vi. 3, 1'. 

ii. 1 Luko i. -iiJ, '17. 

iii. 20 Acts iii. 24. 

xvi. 1 Acta vii. 4<3. 

viii. 5 Acts xiil. 21. 

X. 1 Acts xiii. 21. 

xiil. 11 Acts xiii. 22. 

xii. 22 Kom. xi. 1. 

V. 2, 3 2 Cor. vi. 10. 

rSALMS ILLUSTRATED. 

Chapters 
Psalm iv. comparcJ with - - xxii. xxiii. .xxvi. 
„ Hi. ,, - - xxii. 0. 

,, liv. ,, - - xxiii. 10, xxvi. 1. 

,, Ivi. ,, - - xxi. 11-15. 

,, Ivii. ,, - - xxii. 1, xxiv. 3. 

,, Ixiii. ,, - - xxii. 5, xxiii. 14-16. 

,, cxlii. ,, - - xxii. 1, xxiv. 1. 



TOPOGRArnY. 

Adullam.— (Justice of the people.) A cavo near Bethlohora, whoro 
David collected a luuubor of followers when ho fled from Saul. 

ArniiK. — (Fortified place.) There were three places of this narao : 
one in Asher, another near Jezrcel, and another in the tribe of Judah. 
The latter is probably the plain in which the Philistines pitched. 

Aroku. — Supposed to be the same as Adadall iu tho tribe of Judab, 
called in tho Septuagint Arouel. 

AaiiDOD. — One of the five principal towns of tho Philistines. 

AsKKLON. — One uf the live cities of tho Philistines, situated near tho 
coast of tho Mediterranean. 

AzEKAU. — In the valley or western plain of Judah. 

BfiEBsuEBA.— (The well of an oath.) A city in tho extreme south 
of Canaan. 

Besob. — (Joyful.) A small stream iu tho south of Canaan. It is said 
to empty itself into tho Mediterranean. 

Betii-cae.— (House of pasture.) This placo is only mentioned onco 
in tho43iblo. It was on tho side of a hill on tho borders of Judah and 
the plains of Philistia. 

Betuaven.— (The house of vanity or of grief.) A town near Bethel . 

Bktuel.— (House of Qod.) Between Shechem and Jerusalem. There 
was another Bethel in the tribe of Simeon, supposed to bo tho samo as 
Bethelln, belonging to Gaza. 

BETn-uoRON.— (The house of the hollow.) There arc two towns of 
this name. Both lay on tho southern border of Ephraim. 

Bethlehem.— (House of bread.) Six miles south of Jerusalem. 

Betusuan.— (The house of the tooth.) A toww q^ iVj^si ^Vv^v^Kv^rs., 

BETUSUBME8U.-~{ThB hOUSe Of tllQ B^JL^ k civV^ qI 'Ovia\jRK^'«%. ^^ 
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the northern frontier of Judah. It had probably once been the seat of 
idolatrous worship. 

Bezek.— (Lightning.) Nearly opposite Jabesh-gilead, on the other 
side of the river. 

Cabmkl.— (rruitful field.) A southern city of Judah, where Saul 
erected a monument of victory. 

CuosASHAN. — Probably the same as Ashan, given to the tribe of 
Simeon, about sixteen miles west from Jerusalem. 
Ban. — About eleven miles north of Lake Huleh. 
Ebenezeb.— (The stone of help.) The name of a stone that stood 
near Bethshemesh. 

Ekeon.— (Emigration.) A city of the Philistines, the seat of the 
worship of Baal-zebub. 
Elah.— (The valley of the terebinth. About four miles from Hamah. 
Endoe.— (Fountain of habitation.) A city of Manasseh, situated 
in the plain of Jezreel, about four miles south-west of Mount Tabor. 

Engedi. — (Fountain of the Md.) A mountainous district, near the 
western coast of the Dead Sea. 
Ephes-dammin. — In the valley or western plain of Judah. 
Eshtemoa. — A Levitical city amon? the mountains of Judah. - 
Gad. — The northern part of the land of Gilead. 
Gath. — One of the cities of the Philistines. 

Geba.— (The hill.) This is supposed by some to be the same as 
Gibeah, where the Philistines had a strong garrison. 
Gibeah. — The capital of Saul, in the tribe of Benjamin. 
Gilead. — ^A district to the east of the river Jonlun. 
GiLBOA. — (A revelation of inqifiry.) A range of mountains in 
Samaria, about ten miles south of Tabor. 
GiLGAL.— (Liberty.) A city near the Jordan, opposite Jericho. 
Hachilah. — (Dark.) A hill, about ten or twelve miles south of 
Jericho. 
Haeeth.— (A cutting.) A forest in Judah. 

Havilah. — This was probably situated in Arabia, on the southern 
frontiers of Palestine. 

Hebeok. — One of the oldest cities of Palestine, a few miles south of 
Bethlehem. At the present day it is a flourishing town called El-khaliL 
Jabesh-gilead.— An ancient city, upon the side of Mount Gilead. 
The great city of Fella rose beside it, and probably led to its final ruin ; 
its exact site is unknown. 
Jattie. — A Levitical town in the mountains of Judah. 
Jeshimon. — ^About ten miles south of Jericho near to the Dead Sea. 
Jezebel. — Also called Esdraelon, at the north-west base of Gilboa. 
Afterwards celebrated as the residence of the kings of Israel. *Also a 
town of Judah, near Carmel. 

Keilah. — (Fortress.) A city in western Judah, probably not far from 
Adullam. 

KiBjATH-JEAEiM.— (The fiolds Of the wood.) About seven miles 
north-west of Jerusalem, in the tribe of Benjamin. 

Maon. — A city in the most southern parts of the tribe of Judah. 
MiCHMASH. —(Treasure. ) East of Bethel, about nine miles from 
Jerusalem. 
Miasoir. — The name of some locality in the neighbourhood of Gibeah. 
MnrrjsM.— (Watch-tower,) A city o£ Juds^j a\>ou\. ?ML\«ft^ft% from 
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Jerusalem. A place of prayer and devotion, where the Hebrews often 
assembled. 

Mount Ephbaim. — The mountains of Ephraim stretch from Mount 
Carmcl southwards. 

Naioth.— Not far from Ramab, in which there was a school for the 
pronbots, presided over by Samuel. 

Nob. — A sacerdotal city, about twelve miles from Gibeah. 

Opubah. — A town of ^cnjamio, situated among the mountains. 

Paran, the Wildbrness op. — A desolate region which bordered 
upon the southern declivities of the mountains of Judah. 

Kamau, or Kamathaim-Zophim. — The residence of the prophet 
Samuel, where he died and was buried. The position of this Kamah 
was early lost sight of by tradition. 

Ramoth-Gilkad. — (Heights.) About ten miles south of the Jabbok. 

Ramoth, South. — A city of Simeon, so called to distinguish it from 
£amoth>Gilead. 

SnAABiM. — (Two gates. ) A town of Judah, situated in the Shephelah, 
near Azekah. 

Shalim. — Probably the same as Shaalabbln, which lay in the tribe 
of Dan. 

SHALisnA. — A district of Mount Ephraim. 

SuEN. — A place between which and Mizpeh, Samuel set up the stone 
Ebonezer. 

SuiLon. — A city in the tribe of Ephraim, situated among the hills to 
the north of Bethel. 

Snocnoir. — A town in the tribe of Judah, in the valley or western 
plains. 

SiiUNEM. — A great plain, not far from Jezreel. 

SuuR. — A city on the confines of Egypt and Palestine. Josephus 
makes it the same as Pclusium. 

SiPHMOTn. — Probably the same with Shephem, on the eastern borders 
of Canaan. 

Tabor, Plain op. — The name of a grove of oaks in the vicinity of 
Benjamin. 

Telaim. — It has been conjectured that it is the same as Telem, a city 
n the extreme south of Judah. 

Zkboim, the Valley op. — (The yalley of hyenas.) One of the wild 
ravines which run down the eastern slopes of Benjamin into the Jordan 
plain. 

Zelzah. — On the road leading from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, about a 
mile distant from the former. 

ZiKLAa.— (Outpouring of a fountain.) In the south of Palestine, 
some few miles to the south of Gath. 

Zipn. — A citv on a hill a few miles east of Hebron. The Wilderness 
of Zlph derived its name from the town. 

ZuPH.— A district of Mount Ephraim, in which the residence of 
Samuel was situated. 

NEIGHBOURING NATIONS. 

Amalbkitbs. — A nation inhabiting the country to the south oC P*.W- 
tino between Idumea and_ Egypt, widlo \»\iQ liwX. oS. 'Oaa^^^^^».'«»Si 
Mount 8eir, 
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Ammonites. — Some of tbe descendants of Lot, living oast of tbo 
Dead Soa and the Jordan. 

Cheretiittes. — They are supposed to have inhabited the same district 
as the Philistines, and wore the aborigines of the island of Crete. 

G-ESHU KITES. — This tribe is mentioned as bordering upon tho Philis- 
tines, and as being within the borders of the Promised Land. 

Gezrites. — Those seem to be the same people as the Gerrheilians, 
whose chief city lay between Gaza and Pelusium in Egypt. 

HiTTiTES. — ^It is supposed that they inhabited the high region of the 
tribe of Judah. 

Kenites. — Inhabitants of a small tract of country'west of the Dead 
Sea. 

Moabttes. — Some of the descendants of Lot ; their territory was east 
of the Dead Sea and tho Jordan. 

Philistines. — They occupied the south-west coast plain, from tho 
borders of Egypt to Joppa. They were the most powerful of Israel's 
enemies in the days of Saul. 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES, 

Abiad. — (Father of the Lord.) The second son of Samuel, appointed 
to' assist him in the administration. 

Abiathar. — (Father of plenty.) One of the sons of Ahimelech ; he 
alone escaped tho massacre of the priests, and fled to David. 

Abiel. — The grandfather of Saul ; he was of a wealthy family, of the 
tribe of Bcnjamm. 

Abigail. — Tho wife of Nabal, who entreated David to forgive her 
husband's folly. Upon the death of Nabal, she became tho wife of 
David. 

Abinadab. — One of the sons of Jesse. 
* Ad Ei EL.— (Flock of God.) The Mcholathite to whom the elder 
daughter of Saul was given in marriage. 

AiiiMELEcn. — The priest who supplied David with shew-bread, and 
gave him the sword of Goliath at Nob. 

AniNOAM, of Jezrcel, the wife of David. 

Ahinoam. — The daughter of Ahimaaz, and tho wife of Saul. 

Ahitub. —(Brother of goodness.) The third son of Eli, and his 
successor in the priesthood. 

DoEG. — (FeaifuL) An Edomite, the herdsman of Saul, who treacher- 
ously informed him of David's visit to Ahimelech. He was the only 
man among the servants of Saul willing to execute the command to mas- 
sacre the priests. 

Eliab. — Tho first-born son of Jesse tho Bethlehemite. 

Elk AN AH. — (God has redeemed.) The father of Samuel, a Levite of 
Mount Ephraim. 

Hannah. — (A gratuity.) The wife of Elkanah, and the mother of 
Samuel, the son given to her in answer to prayer. 

IcHABOD. —(Glory Is departed.) The son of Phineas, and grandson 
of Eli, the high-priost. 

Joel.— (The Lord Is God.) The first-born son of Samuel, appointed 
to assist him in the administration. 

Js88S. — (Wealth). A man of Bethlehem ; the father of David. 

^ ^isM.—(Bird'8nsiTiJlg.) Tho father of Savd, of the tribe of Ben- 
jam/n. 
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Mbr An. —(Multiplication.)! Tho vWr dnu{yli(or of Snul, promised 
in innrrlH«(o to Dnvid, but linally liecnnio th(» wilV of Adriol. 

Mic HAL.— (Little stream of water.) Tlio dau}jlit«<r of Saul, p^ivon 
in mnrrlnj((» to David whou lit? returned victoriouH from battle witli Ibo 
Phibstines. 

N A HAL. -(Foolish ) A ricli mnu of Caniiel, a desceiubnit of ( 'aleb, of 
the tribe of Jiididi ; he was of a churUsh disposition, and refused to suc- 
cour David in his distress. 

Nku. — Saul's unele, and tho father of Abner. 

Pkninna II. -(Coral.) Tlu» second wife of Elkanah, by whom ho had 
several children. 

SiiAMMA, or SiriMKA. — Ono of tho brethren of David, who served in 
tho nrniy of Saul. 

Zkrutait.- The sister of Dnvid, and tho mother of Ihrco warlike sons, 
Abishai, Joab, and Asahel. 

UISrOKICAL NOTES. 

ABiauAT, — (Father of gifts.) The nephew of David who went down 
with him to the camp of Saul. 

A UN i:r.— (Father of light.) The general of Saul's army. 
Am N AD A u.— (Father of liberality.) One of the sons of Saul, slain 
in battle with the Philistines at Mount Gilbon. (n.O. 1055.) 

Aciiisii. — (Feared.) The king of Oath with whom David sonjjfht 
refufj^e when he (led from Saul. 

Ad AC— ^Blazing.) The kinaf of Amalek against whom Raul, directed 
by Samuel, marcheii with a mighty army ; but ho spared that king, con- 
trary to theconnnand of (}(ul. 

David. — (Beloved.) The successor of Saul as king of Israel ; lie was 
anointed bv Samuel in obedience to the Divine command. Jn his early 
years he displayed the great gifts bestowed upon him of strength, cou- 
rage, and wisdiim ; ho was also nnu-h skilled in nuiaic. Jlia first great 
exploit was his victory over (Joliath. (n.c 1064.) 

K\.\. -(Adopted of the Lord.) The high-priest who governed Israel 
on the death of Samson ; his acts were more those of a magistrate than 
a deliverer. Jle was descended from Ithamar, the fourth son of Aaron. 
He died at the nge of ninely-eight, having judged Israel forty vears. 

(lOLiATii, -(Exile.) Thegiantof (Jatli ; a descendant of Uephaim. 
Tiiis IMiilistine ddii'd Israel ; his challenge to single combat was accepted 
by the youthful David, who prevailed over him with a sling and a stone, 
(n.c. 1064.) 

lloniNi.— (A pugilist.) One of the sons of Eli ; slain inballlo with 
the rhilislines. (n.c. 1116.) 

.Jonathan.- (The Lord gave.) The son of Saul, who, full of faith in 
God, performed several valiant exploits; he was slain in battle with 
the IMiilistines. n.c. 1055. He was the beloved friend of David. 

M Ai.cn r-aiiUA.— (King of help.) Oiu> of tho sons of Saul slain iu 
bnttlo with th<» Philistines on Mount Oilboa. 

Naiiasu — (Serpent.) 'J'lie Ammcnito king who invested .Tabesh- 
Oilead with airimmense army, but was surpvisctl by Saul who, completely 
routed his numerous forces. 

Put NK AS.— (Mouth of brass.) Ono of tho sons of EU ; slain in 
battle witii tho Philistines. B.C. 1116. 
Samuel.— (Asked Of Qod.) A. \wo\)\\<it qI V.Vv^'Lax^A'CkN^^siVi vswv^^ 
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he was devoted in his infancy. He was the ]ast of the Judges of Israel ; 
he died and was buried at Harnah, B.C. 1060. 

Saul.— (Asked for.) The first king of Israel; anointed, with God's 
permission, by Samuel, B.C. 1095. In despair, in consequence of defeat 
m battle with the Philistines, he fell upon his own sword, B.C. 1055, after 
a reign of forty years. 

GENERAL QUESTIONS. 

(From the Oxford and Cambridge Local Examination Papers). 

1. What events happened at Gilgal, Ephes-dammin, Shiloh, and 
Adullam ? 

2. Explain the following allusion : 

" Have ye never read what David did . . . how he went into 
the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high-priest ?'* 

3. Explain : 

*' And one of the same place answered and said, ' But who is 
their father ?' Therefore it became a proverb, ' Is Saul 
among the prophets P' " 
On what two occasions was this proverb spoken ? 

4. Give an account of SamueFs career after he was established to be a 
prophet of the Lord. 

5. Describe David's visit to Nob. 

6. Give some account of the following : 

Beth-horon, Gilgal, Ephes-dammin. 

7. At what places was the Ark at this period ? 

8. Relate the chief offences of Saul, for which ho was visited with 
God's anger. 

9. Narrate the circumstances of the death of Saul. 

10. Relate the history of the capture of the Ark by the Philistines, 
and of their restoration of it to Israel. 

11. State briefly the leading events related in the first Book of Samuel. 
How long a period of sacred history does this book comprise, and with 
what event does it close P 

12. Give a short account of the life of Samuel. 

13. In what respect was Samuel a type of Christ P 

14. Mention any predictions of the Messiah^ you can remember in 
the opening chapters of this book. 

15. What circumstances led to the choice of Saul as king over Israel ? 
Give nn account of the offence which caused Samuel to declare that God 
had rejected Saul from being king. 

16. Mention a i'ew events in the life of David during the time of his 
flight from the persecutions of Saul. 

17. Wlmt was the end of Saul ? 

18. Describe the geographical position of the Moabites, the Philistines, 
and the Amalekites. 

19. What were the chief cities of Philistia ? 

20. Give a brief account of Saul's elevation to the throne. What is 
the date of his accession P 

21. Describe the battle in which Saul met with his death. 

22. Who rescued his body from the dishonour cast upon it? 

23. " Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, 
and servoci the Lord only." 1 Sam. vii. 4. Give a short account of this 

/brm of idolatry. By wiiafc nations was it practised ? 
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24. Why was Saul rejected by the Lord ? What was his conduct to- 
wards David, and David's towards him ? 

25. Give the history of Abigail. 

26. Narrate the deliverance of Jabesh-Giload by Saul. How did the 
inhabitants show their grateful remembrance of itr 

27. Describe the events that took place at the caves of Engedi and 
AduUara. 

^ 28. Describe the ' 'carriage " of David and the "artillery " of Jonathan. 
29. From whom, and on what occasion, did David obtain the hallowed 
ehew-bread ? 

80. Describe the battle of Mount Gilboa ; and draw a map, inserting 
the names of all persons mentioned in that description. 

81. Enumerate briefly an^ sacerdotal act performed bv Saul. 

32. How does the administration of Samuel differ n*om those before 
and after it ? 

33. Give the particulars of the friendship of David and Jonathan. 
3-i'. Give a short account of the call of Samuel. 

85. " To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams." — Who speaks these words, and on what occasions were they 
spoken P Explain them very briefly in reference to the duty of a 
Christian. 

36. Give a short account of the anointing of David. 

37- Sketch the character of Saul. 

38. What do you know of Agag, Doeg, Kish, Achish, EliabP 

39. Explain and give the connection of the following passages : 

(i.) " Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priest's offices, that 

I may eat a piece of bread." 
(ii.) "Manlooketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord 

looketh on the heart." 
(iii.| " There is but a step between mo and death." 
(iv. I " I saw gods ascendmg out of the earth." 
(v.) •' Ho that is now called a prophet was beforctime called a 
seer." 

40. Fix the geographical positions of Hebron, Nob, Jabesh-Gilead, 
Shiloh, Ashdod, Bethlehem. What events recorded in 1 Samuel occurred 
at these places? 

41. Distinguish between the offices of priest and prophet. Illustrate 
from 1 Samuel. 

42. What were the schools of the prophets ? 
4'). Write a short life of Samuel. 

44. What appears to have been the degree of civilisation attained by 
the tribes that surrounded the luud of Israel in the time of the Judges 
and Snmuel P 

45. What was the form of government in Israel at the time of Samuel's 
birth? 

46. Mention the circumstances that led to the establishment of the 
monarchy. 

47. Vfhai special sins on the part of Saul led to his being rejected as 
king over Israel P 

48. "According to the number of the lords of the Philistines." — (1) 
Who said this? (2) Enumerate the "lords." (3) To what eveut U3.<.W 
history of Israel did the speakers refet ? 

49. *'Sia Bona walked not ixx Ixva \Ta3B,"\i>x\. Wxivr^ ^v^^ ,55yet>»Ktf6 
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ami took bribes, aud perverted judgement." — (1) -Whose sons were these ? 
(2) "What were tlieir names ? (3) What makes tliis circumstance so re- 
markable ? 

50. (1) Relate exactly all that befell the body of Saul after his death. 

(2) Who slew Saul ? 

51. " Bring hither the cphod." — (1) Who said this? (2) and to ivhom ? 

(3) State exactly what was imj)]ied by *' bringing- the ephod." 
62. State exactly how Nabal, Eli, and Jonathan died. 

53. (1) Who "scrabbled on the doors of the gate"? (2) and why? 
(3) What are the words in the margin ? 

54. When -was the Ark of the Lord first placed in Shiloh ? How long 
did it continue there ? 

■ 

55. "And she named the child Ichabod."— On what occasion were 
these words spoken P 

56. In what connection do the following passages occur ? 

{i.) "The Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied 

among them." 
(ii.) " The Strength of Israel will not lie noi' repent." 
(iii.) " But there is hallowed bread." 

57. Compare the characters of Saul and David. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE * 




Birth of Samuel. 

The Ark taken by the Philistines. 

Death of Eli. 

The Philistines send back the Ark. 

Saul anointed king of Israel. 

Saul delivers Jabesh-Gilcad. 

War of the Philistines against Israel. 

The Philistines' garrison surprised by Jonathan. 

Saul's victory over the Amalekites. 

David anointed at Bethlehem. 

David's victory over Goliath. 

Saul endeavours to slay David. 

David flies to Nob. 

Massacre of the priests by Saul. 

David delivers Keilah bcseiged by the Philistines. 

David flies into the wilderness of Ziph. 

David in the stronghold of Engedi. 

Death of Samuel. 

David retires into the wilderness of Paran. 

Invasion of Israel by the Philistines under Achiah. 

Ziklag taken by the Amalekites. 

Defeat and death of Saul at Gilboa. 



* There is much diflTiculty with regard to the chronology of this period, 
as the dates are variously reckoned by different authorities. The margin 
o/'/?/ff Bibh IS the authority followed in the Anali/sis. In the Summary, 
^fiatofCnlmct. 
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